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A Guide to the Proposed Zoning By-Law 

The following brief summary of the proposed revised zoning regulations 

for Richmond, with acc ompanying clarifying notes as to proposed changes in 

various sections, has been prepared by the Planning Board to sinplify com- 

parison with existing regulations and to serve as a guide to the new. It is 

hoped that this sunmary and accompanying notes make it clear that most off 

the zoning regulations are a part of the state law, and are included in 

this By-Law primarily for guidance of town officials and residents alike.

Section 1: TITLE, AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE
This section states the purposes of zoning as provided in the 

General Laws of the Commonwealth (See Sec. 2A, Chapter 808, of the 

Acts of 1975). 

Note: This section has been expanded for an easier understanding 

of the purposes of the By-Law.

Section 2: DEFINITIONS 
The definition section is an important part of the By-Law. Only 

those words and phrases that need defining for clear interpretation

of this By-Law have been ineluded in this section, and others are, 

in effect, defined where they appear in the By-Law.

Note: This is a new section, intended to be helpful for both 

understanding and enforc ing this By-Law.

Section 3: ZONING DISTRICTS 
In this section of the By-Taw are listed the zoning districts into 

which the town is divided. The districts are shown on the proposed 

revised Zoning Map, which is an official part of the proposed By-Law.
Note: The lengthy textual descripti on of the distriots has been 

replaced by graphics on the Zoning Map, The changes proposed in the 

Zoning districto are as f oll ows : 

--The RA-C District (2 acres) has been expanded to cover most 

of the town, as ehown on the map, anâ the RA-B Distriot (1 acres) 
has been eliminated. 

-The Shore-Reaidence District has been upgrad ed from one-fifth-acre 

1ot minimums to 1 acres in order to reâuce the hazard of pollution 

from new development around Richmond Pond.

--Plood-Prone Areas and Wetlands are included, for the first time, 

for the protection of ecologically sensitive areas and in order 

to qualify dvellings built in flood-prone areas for l0w-cost, 

federally subsidized flood-damage insurance.
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Section 4: USE REGULATIONS
The list of permitted uses contained in this section is the most 

important part of the By-Law. Permitted uses vary among the distric ts, 
as in the existing By-Law, and -- it is important to note -- in each 

district there are uses permitted "by right" and others which require

special pernits (See Section 9, Chapter 40A, Ceneral Laws). For ease of 
reference, all the permitted uses are shown in the proposed revised

By-Law in table form, in columns for each Zoning Distriot. 

Note: There are no major changes in permitted uses. The list has been 

clarified and brought into conformity with provisions of the state's new 

Zoning Act. In our proposed revised By-Law, restrictions on the use of 

dwellings for home oceupations have been eased, with a proviso that there 

be no external evidence of any business activity in residential- 

agricul tural districts unless so authorized by special permit. For 

easier comparison of proposed provisions with existing regulati ons, a 

special appendix has been prepared on Section 4 (Use Regulations) with 

marginal notes regarding the proposed changes.

Section 5: INTENSITY REGULATIONS 
This section governs the density of populati on by regulating the 

minimum size and width of 1ots, and size of yards and other open spaces,

and the maximum height of buildings. 

Note: There are no changes proposed in lot-size ninimuns except 

those that would be caused by the proposed expansion of the 22-acre 

zoning district and by the proposed replacement of the one-fifth-acre

district around Richmond Pond with a 12-acre district, as indicated in 

Section 3 and shown on the proposed Zoning Map. 

Section 6: SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
6.1 Nonc onforming structures, uses and lots ("grandfather" clause). 

This section authorizes the continuance of any lawfullly established lot 

or use exieting at the time of the adoption of this By-Law, provides for 

possible expansion, extension or reconstruction of such uses, and states 

the exemptions provided in the General Laws (Section 6, Chapter 40A).

6,2 Sign regulations. This section regulates the size and kind of 

permitted signs, and specifically excludes all billboards from the town. 

6.3 Special permits. Here are spelled out the statutory requirements 

regarding the issuance of special permits as provided in the General Laws 

Sections 9 and 11, Chapter 40A). 

Note: Detailed statutory requirements are included in this By-Law

for the guidance of both Town offic ials and residents. 
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b4 Lood-prone_area and wetland regulations. This section is included

tO proteot suoh ecologically sensitive areas from further development 

and to qualify any dwellings erected in flood-prone areas for federally 

subsidized low-c ost flood-damage insurance. 

65 Stream_and pond proteotion. This provides increased setbacks for 

sewage-disposal systems near streams and ponds for greater proteetion 
OSucn waters from pollution, as authorized in the State Environmental 

Code.

6.6 01f-street parking. This section requires, for the first time, 
off-street parking areas for all new business and other nonresidential 

uses.

Section 7: 2ONING BOARD oT APPEALS
In this section are brought together the statutory powers of the 

Zoning Board of Appeals and the procedural requirements of the new 

Zoning Aot regarding appeals to the Board and the issuing of variances,

This material is included for the guidance of residents and the changing 

membership of the Board. (See Sections 8,10,11,12,14,15 and 16, 

Chapter 40A, General Laws). 

Section8: ADMINISTRATION AND BNFORCEMENT 
This section provides for administrati on and enforcement of the 

By-Law by the Board of Selectmen through the Building Inspector, and 

governs the issuance of building permits in accordance with new 

provisions in the General Laws (Section 7, Chapter 40A as amended). 

Note: Existing regulati ons have been revised and expanded, and 

brought into conformity with the new Zoning Act and the State Building

Code.

Section 9: AMENDMENT AND VALIDITY
This section provides for amendment of this Zoning By-Law in 

accordance with requirements of the General Laws, and assures 

validity of the By-Law as a whole even 1f any part of it is found 

to be invalid.

Prepared by 
RICHMOND PLANNING BOARDD 

Charles Kusik, Chairman
David Cousineau 
Edward Hoffman
Robert Kimbal1 
Paul Rocheleau 



NOTES ON CHANGES IN LAND-USE REGULATIONS 
(In proposed Richmond Zoning By-Law)

2-78 
Page 1 

SECTION 4.8 TABLE OF USE REGULATIONS 

Notes Proposed Text 

Sec. 4.8.A Principal Permitted Uses DISTRICTS 

RA-A 
RA-C SR COMM 

No change 1. One-family dwelling YES YES YES 

No change 2. Two-family dwelling, provided the 
minimum lot area shall be 3 acres 

SPA NO SPA 

Govermmental1 
units to which
this applies
are 1isted 
for clarity

3. Municipal or governmental use in-
cluding parkS, playgrounds or other 
recreational facilities owned or 

YES YES YEES 

operated by Town agency

New language, 
but basically 
mandated always

by the state, 
ith right to 

override zoning 

4. Religious or educational use on land 
owned or leased by the Commonwealth 
or any of its agencies, subdivisionsS 
or bodies politic, or by religious 
sect or denomination, or by a non- 
profit educational corporation 

YES YES YEs 

New. A library, |5. Private, nonprofit library, museum 

useum, etc., 
in residential 
agricultural 
areas is cona 
sidered un- 

SPP NO SPS 
or philanthropic institution 

objectionable 

No change 6. Public utilities SPS SPS SPS 

Changed to c on- 7. The use of land or structures for 
form with new 
Zoning Act and 
to protect 

neighboring 

YES |YES YES 
the primary purpose of agriculture, 
horticulture or floriculture, pro- 
vided that any such activity invol-

ving the keeping or raising of live-
stock or poultry shall c omply with 
the following requirements: (a) The 
paroel of land is greater than five 
acres in area, (b) Buildings used as 
shelters for livestock on poultry 
Bhall be not less than 100 feet
from 1ot boundaries, (c) All grounds
used for pasturing or other purposes 
involving unrestrained ani mals shall 
be properly fenced. 

uses 
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Sec. 4.8A Principal Permitted Uses 

(continued) 

Notes Proposed text 

DISTRICTS 

RA-A SR COMM 
RA-C 

swimming, tennis or sportsmen's SPA NO SPA Conversion of 
an existing
dwelling to a 
country inn iis 
added as poss
ible use in 
Commercial and 
residential- 
agricultural1 
districts, if 
Appeals Board 

grants permit.
Public hearing 
required, also 
evidence all 
stipulations 
in Table will 
be met, inclu- 
ding parking

8. Golff,
club, or riding stable, or other 
recreational facility of similar char-|

acter, or boarding stable, landscape 
gardening, or commercial greenhouse, 
or comversion of a dwelling existing 
on the effective date of this By-Law
into a country inn, provided the 
Board of Appeals finds that the lot 
is adequate for the proposed use, anad 

the buildings, structures, off-street 

parking and other facilities and 

equipment are so ocated as not to be 
detrimental to neighborimg usesS. 

inrable wil 

NO NO SPS Permitted uses 9. Bank, office uses, neighborhood gro- 

for business 
spelled out 
for first time.
Control still
maintained via 
special permit 
which requires 
public hearing 
and review of 
proposed sitee

cery store, restaurant, automatic 

laundry, clothes cleaner, 
shop, beauty parlor, antique or gift 
shop, repair shop for appliances, or 

place of business for tailor, dress-

maker, cabinetmaker, plumber, elec-
trician, or similar artisan, or any 

business of similar chàracter. 

barberr
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(continued) 

Notes
Proposed text 

DISTRICTs 

RA-A 
RA-C SR COMM 

There is no 
substantive 
change from 
| the existin 

By-Law

10. Any other commereial or light in- 
dustrial use not involving undue 
traffic, noise or other feature 
detrimental to the neighborhood or 
town, with the exception of the 
following uses which are specific- 
ally excluded in all districts: 
used-car lot; junkyard; scrapyard; 
Contractor's yard; automobile body 
shop; C ommercial blasting or 
quarrying; piggery; furfarm;
slaughterhouse; neat-processing 
plant; selling, servicing or dis- 
play of trailers or mobile homes; 
trailer 
hospital; nursing home; multi-
family dwelling; c ommercial dog 
kennel; billboard; or the use of 
a nobile home or trailer for 
residential or business purposes, 
whether or not placed on or 
affixed to a foundation, except
that mobile homes may be used as 
temporary dvellings with a special
pernit from the Selectmen, and 
after approval by the Board oof 
Health. The term of such permit
shall not exceed six months.

NO NO SPA 

or mobile-home park; 

( 
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Notes Proposed Texkt 

DISTRICTS 

RA-A 
RA-C Sec. 4.8.B. Permitted Accessory Uses SR COMM 

Liberalized 
to permit uses 
not imterfering 

with neighborrs 

YES YES 1. Any minor use which is customarily 
incidental and clearly subordinn- 
ate to any permitted principal 
use on the same lot, or ad joining
lot in common ownership, 
that it does not alter the char- 

YES 

provided

acter of the premises nor be 
detrimental to the neighborhood. 
use on the same lot, 
that it does not alter the char-
acter of the premises nor bbe 
detrimental to the neighborhood. 

provided

Liberalized, 
permitting 
"invisible" 
businesses in 
residential 
districts 

2. Home occupation, provided there
is no external evidence of the 

C onduct of such occupation except 
a permitted sign as regulated in 
Sec. 6.2 herein.

YES YES YES 

Spelled out 
for first time 

3. Rental of rooms in a dwelling by 
a resident family, provided no 
separate kitchen facilities are 
maintained. 

YES YES YES 

( 
Clarified and 
liberalized tto 

4 Outdoor storage of an unoccupied 
mobile home or trailer, or not 
more than two commercial vehicles; 
provided that all such are owmed 
by the occupants of the premisees 
and all are stored behind the 
front setback line and at least 
25 feet from the rear and sidle
lot 1ines. 

YES YES YES 

ease storage 
of commercial 
vehicles 

Liberalized to 5. The use of a portion of a dwel- 
1ing or accessory building by a 
resident of the premises who is 
a carpenter, painter, plunber, 
electrician, mason, tree surge on, landscape gardener or similar
artisan, forT incidental work and 
indoor storage in connection with 
hie part-time or off-premises occupation provided there is no 
external evidence of the conduct 

YES YES YES conform withh
local practices 
and detailed
to 6pell out 
limitss

of Buch occupation other than 
a permitted sign as regulated in 
Sec. 6.2 herein. 

6. The use of a room or rooms in a SPS SPS SPS 
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Sec. 4.8.B. Permitted Accessory Uses 
(continued) 

Notes Proposed Text 

DISTRICTS 

SR COMM RA-A 
RA-C dwelling by residents of the 

premises for the sale of arts and 

crafts, antiques, artists' supplies; 
or for conducting an art galery,

photo studio, real-estate office, 
one-chair beauty parlor; or the 

holding of private music, art Or damce 

Classes, or for practicing a pro- 

fession; or for other uses of simi-

lar character employing not more 

than one person outside of the 

household; all provided that there

is no external evidence of any 

business or profession other than 

a permitted sign as regulated in 

Sec. 6.2 herein. 

Clarified in 
conformity 
with Richmond
practices and 

By-Law 

YES YES YES 
Same as 
earlier By- 
Laws, but 
with setback 
rule added to 
keep road- 
sides clearr 

7. The display and sale by residents 

of the premises, at a road side 

stand or otherwise, of natural 

produts, the major portion off 
which are produced on the premises, 

provided that any such stand oor 

display shall be set back at least

10 feet from the street line. 

YES YES YES 
Revised to 
improve con- 

trol over 
removal of 

topsoil, 
e specially in 

subdivisions 

8. The extraction of earth materials, 
including stripping topsoil, only 
when incidental to, or required in 

C onnection with, any of the follow-

ing operations, provided that no 

loam or topsoil shall be removed 
from the town unless a special
permit is issued by the Zoning
Board of Appeals: 

(a) The erection of a building
or struc ture on the lot for 
which a building permit has 
been issued; or the con- 
struction of a private
access road or driveway to 
a public way for which a 
permit has been issued1; 

(b) Any accessory use incidental 
to a permitted use, including 
cultivation, planting, drainn-
age of land, landscaping 

(c) The construction of a private 
road and grading in a sub- 

divisi on approved under the 
sion Control Law;. 

(a) Municipal or governmental 
construction or operationa. 

Subd: 
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Sec. 4.8.B. Permitted Accessory Uses 
(continued) 

Mandated by 
State law 

9. An accessory use to a by-right use, 
whether or not on the same parcel,which is necessary in conjunction with scientific re search or developp-
ment or related production, provided 
the Selectmen find that the proposed
accessory use does not substantiallyy 
derogate from the public good.

SPSSPS SPS 

YES YES YES Newly added 
to protect 

neighboring 

10. Use of land for agriculture, horti- 
culture or floriculture, providedd 
any use involving the keeping oT 

raising of livestock or poultry
shall c omply with the following 
requirements ; provided, however, 
that any such use, even if not in 
full compliance with the specified 
dimensional requirements, may be 
authorized by special permit from1 
the Board of Selectmen if the Boarå 
finds that compliance with these 

requirements would.entail practical 
difficulty, and that at the pro- 
posed location it woula be in harm- 

ony with the intent and purpose 

uses 

of the By-Law: 
a) The parcel of land is at least 

five 5) acres in area; 
b) Buildings used as shelters for 

1ivestock or poultry shall be 
not less than 100 feet fr om 
lot boundaries; 
All grounds used for pasturing 
or other purposes involving 
unrestrained animals shall be 
properly fenced. 

YES YES YES 11. Accessory building or buildings 
not exceedimg 15 fe et in heighht 
and not greater in total floorc 
area than one-half of the ground- 
floor area of the dwelling on the 
premises; provided, however, that 
any such proposed building even if 
not in full c ompliance with these 
dimensional requirements, may be 
authorized by special permit from 
the Board of Selectmen if the Boarca 
finds that compliance with these
requiremente would entail practical 
difficulty and that at the proposed 
location it would be in harmony
with the intent and purpose obf 
this By-Law. 

Newly added
to protect 

neighboring 
uses 


