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WARRANT FOR A SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Berkshire, ss 

To: Either of the Constables of the Town of Richmond in said County

Greetings 
In the name of said Commonwealth, you are hereby directed to notify 

and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Richmond, qualified to vote in 
Town affairs, to meet in the school of said Richmond on May 22, 1978 at 

7:30 p.m. and then and there to act upon the following: 

Article 1- To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $2,000 
from Free Cash to the Reserve Fund for the remainder of Fiscal Year 1978 

(approved) 

Article 2-To see if the Town will vote to amend Chapter IX entitled
"Protective By-Law" by deleting all of said Protective By-Law and to 

adopt in place thereof "Zoning By-Law of the Town of Richmond, 
Massachusetts," attached hereto and made a part hereof, or to take any 
action thereto. (Attached to the Warrant were a copy of the proposed
zoning by-law and a copy of the proposed zoning map.)

The following amendment was made during the Town Meeting:
Section 2-Definitions the definition of Family was amended to read 

as follows: "One or more individuals related by blood, marriage, 
adoption or foster children, or not more than five (5) individuals who are 
not so related, living in a single dwelling unit."

The entire package including this amendment was voted on and the 
vote was yes 98, no 44. The 2/3 majority needed was obtained and the 

article passed.

Article 3- To transact any other business that may legally come 

before said meeting.

WARRANT FOR A SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Berkshire, ss 

To: Either of the Constables of the Town of Richmond in said County

Greetings 
In the name of said Commonwealth, you are hereby directed to notify

and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Richmond, qualified to vote in 
Town affairs, to meet in the Town Hall of said Richmond on February 27, 
1978 at 7:30 p.m. and then and there to act upon the following: 

Article 1- To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $4,000
from Available Funds to the Winter Roads Account. (approved) 
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PLANNING BOARD REPORT

The year 1978 brought Town Meeting ratification of the work started in s 

the Planning Board for a comprehensive revision of Richmond's Proto 1b 
Law into an updated Zoning By-Law. Over the seven-year period tha 8y 
handled numerous public presentations, hearings, and subsequent modii.ard 

designed to mesh with changes in state laws and community thinkina Ong 
consecutive versions of the projected by-law were worked out and reviedtsbeforeof 

the other town boards and members of the Citizens Advisory CommitoWith 

only one 
formal submission to the voters. The result was voter acceptance with 

small textual change.
The completed Zoning By-Law represents a total restructuring of th 

Richmond by-law adopted at a 1954 Town Meeting. Basic featr
characterized the original version and its subsequent amendmento"at
nevertheless retained in the reorganization. The reshaping has simare 

lifiedlanguage as well as format; the lengthy and cumbersome text definina
Zonindistricts has been replaced by graphics on the new Zoning Map-which, liketh

maps showing wetlands and flood-hazard areas-is now an integral Dart i the 

be 
by-law. In its new form, the by-law is clearer and easier to grasp, and shode

pace 
easier to amend an important function in the continuing effort to keep oa 
with changing times and conditions. 

Beyond the restructuring, the new by-law among its major provisions hac 

reaffirmed the longstanding concept of large-lot zoning, extending the 2acro
houselot minimum to all but a few small areas and upgrading the minimum

around Richmond Pond to 1% acres; hasS established maps and regulations to 
help protect wetlands, streams, ponds and other water resources; and has created 
a system for issuing special permits for nonresidential uses while assurina
protection for neighboring homes. With special permits, which require formal 
public hearings, zoning now is more flexible but at the same time is more 
responsive to neighborhood wishes. A similar flexible broadening has been 
provided for home occupations, professional pursuits and various small 
businesses, representing a "iiberalization" for such activities in residential 
districts. 

The By-Law Record

The official public hearing on the Zoning By-Law was held on March 27, and 
several revisions were made subsequently by the Planning Board as a result of 
discussion at the hearing. A perfected text was submitted to the voters at a Special
Town Meeting on May 22. One amendment, to include foster children in defining
the term "Family," was adopted, and the by-law then was accepted by a vote of 98 

Yes, 44 No. Since the affirmative votes exceeded the required two-thirds 
minimum, the new Richmond Zoning By-Law went into effect immediately, as 
provided by law. State approval of the by-law and local procedures came from.
Atty. Gen. Francis X. Bellotti in a letter dated Aug. 23, and copies of the approved 
text were posted, as required by law, on Aug. 30. 

Copies of the Zoning By-Law and the accompanying Zoning Map have been printed with funds from the Planning Board's budget, and each town ofticihaving duties involving zoning and its enforcement has been given a copy OT by-law and map. The Town Clerk, by order of the Selectmen, has copiesavaiiaufor sale to the general public.

Subdivision Work 

were endorsed as not requiring approval underthe Subdivision Control Law. 

"oads

Along with by-law matters, routine duties continued. Six plans for dvdt 
ion of 

land into parcels having adequate acreage and frontage along existing One 
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Subdivision was proposed to the Board, on 12 acres owned by Paul and 

Venneth Truran near the southeast corner of Richmond Pond; a Preliminary Plan 

w filed May 1, before adoption of the new Zoning By-Law, but has expired since

no 
definitive plan was filed.

Oo May 13, Mr. Kusik and Mr. Kimball represented Richmond at the annual 

eting of the Massachusetts Federation of Planning Boards, in Northampton; 

Mr Kusik, who served there on an information panel, was re-elected to a 

federation vice presidency. He and Mr. Kimball also attended the Oct. 21 fall 

meeting of the federation, in Falmouth. They represented the federation in 

arranging and participating in a Nov. 4 Berkshire Co 

permit procedures, co-sponsored by the federation, the state's Department of 

Community Affairs and the Berkshire County Regional Planning Commission;

also attending from Richmond was Kenneth Taylor, chairman of the Selectmen. 

ty workshop on special 

Plans for 1979

During 1979, the Board will consider amending its Subdivision Rules and

Regulations, and updating and possibly eventually publishing the General Plan 

for the Town (sometimes also referred to as the Town Plan or Master Plan). Also, 

to whatever extent the legislature and the new state administration in 1979 pursue

Growth Policy Program ideas discussed in the last several years, the Board can be 

expected to respond in terms of our community's concerns as expressed through

meetings of the Richmond Growth Policy Committee. 

The Subdivision Rules were revised in 1972, and few changes have been made 

since then. Our Town Plan exists only in the form of textual installments

published in the Annual Reports of the Town over the years 1968-1973. These

texts represent a measure of compliance with Chapter 41 of the General Laws, 

which stipulates that a planning board "shall make a master or study plan" of its 

municipality "or parts thereof." Still needed is an up-to-date master-plan map 

showing physical features of our town. The base for this exists in our 

professionally done Zoning Map, which could be the starting point also for "a 

comprehensive and decorative Richmond map of which copies could be offered

for sale at relatively low cost," as mentioned in our 1977 annual report. Our 

proposed 1979 budget includes a small sum to continue map work but completing 

all phases of it will await further appropriations as well as stronger public
expression of the wishes of residents. 

Both the Subdivision Rules and the Town Plan now can be scrutinized in 

relation to the state's new Zoning Act and our new Zoning By-Law. As these 

reviews begin, we will be weighing the negative as well as the positive aspects of a 

growing statewide emphasis on using zoning and planning controls as "growth

management" tools with the objective of accommodating growth rather than 

imiting it. In this coming work, we again will be seeking guidance from the 

Conservation Commission, Board of Health, the Selectmen and the Citizens

Advisory Committee - all of whom, together with other Town officials and 

residents, have made major contributions furthering this Board's efforts toward

improvements in zoning and planning. 

CHARLES KUSIK

Chairman

ROBERT KIMBALL 
Vice Chairman, Clerk

PAUL ROCHELEAU 

EDWARD HOFFMAN

DAVID COUsINEAU 
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