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Retirement of Town Administrator 

BRUCE GARLOW 
2008 saw the retirement of long time Town Administrator Bruce Garlow. For twen 

ty year's Bruce managed the day-to-day operations of the Town and oversaw major projeci 

such as the school renovations and the construction of the sewer systein that services the areas 

around Richmond Pond. While Bruce may be gone his impact on the Town and the operation 
of its affairS will be felt for many years to come. Below are some pictures highlighting Bruce s 

service to the Town and the fun that was had at his retirement party. On the opposite page is a 

poem writen by Bruce that he read at his party which describes his feeling regarding his year s 

of service to the Town of Richmond. 

The early years... 

Bruce's Retirement Party.. 

**** 
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RICHMOND: MY KIND OF TOWN 
The interview went prety well 

Or at least as far as I could tell; 
Two small towns with different needs 

Would join together to hire me. 

But West Stockbridge simply didn't work, 
You see they had this treasurer/clerk 

Who bashed me every chance she got 
While stealing money from the pot. 

So I decided to leave that town 
And work in Richmond all week round; 

Then they discovered the thefts she made 
And they came and took that crook away. 

Richmond was the place to be 
Cause I liked them and they liked me. 

A sound decision fora long career 
In a little town that I hold dear 

The questions were steady, many and varied, 
"Could you tell me where my Aunt Martha is buried?" 

"How come the garbage men started so late?" 
"Do I need a permit 1o go swim at the lake?" 

But those were the easy ones, they took little time; 
Unlike education or budgets or crime. 

f you work in a large town or one that is small, 
There's always a bunch of tough problems to solve. 

Try building a school made of wood, brick and mortar 
When the crew is on site, hut the bricks are on order: 

Some heaters aren't heating and it's cold by the door;* 
And the slats are all warped on the gym's new wood floor 

We called in the contractor, the architect to0; 

The foreman was flustered, he hadn't a clue. 
We all worked together and we came up with a jil, 

Cause the kids would be back on September the 6th. 

Try building a sewer to serve part of tow 
Down hy the lake where the oads are unsound. 
The runof filled trenches with two or three feet 
Of a mixure of water and gravel and leaves. 
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But the pipes were connected and made water tight; The pumps started pumping and the system ran right. Scores of failed septic fields were put on the shelf As we tried to maintain the great pond in good health. 

There's just one additional project l'll tout, 
We fought off Altresco's preferred gas line route. 

They wanted to rip up the roads and the trees 
To fuel a new plant to make steam for GE. 

But Richmond was ready and beat the plan down, 
The pipeline was built, but not in this town. 

The plant was built too, hut it ran just a short time, 
The juice wasn't needed, so they took it off line. 

How do they do it, these smart Richmond souls? 
There isn'ta problem they can't seem to control. 

They face every challenge, they fight every fighi, 
With talent and passion and it all turns out right. 

Why would a guy wish to leave this great gig? 
Where the people are smart and their spirits are big: 
Where the hills spill their streams to the valley below; 
Through the orchards of apples they ripple and flow. 

All things must change and each person must heed 
The call of his muses, wherever they lead. 

To read, to write, to try new things, 
To see what the rest of one's brief life may bring. 

But T'll never forget all the wonderful folks 
Who gave me their trust and who laughed at my jokes. 

And even if traveling the wide world around, 
Richmond will always be my kind of town. 

Bruce Garlow 
January 2009 
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APPOINTED OFFICERS (Continued) 

Conservation Commission 
Skye Marcovicci, 2008 

Philip Lund, 2010 

Barbara Frank, 2010 

Patrick Seckler, 2008 Holly Stover, 2009 

Charles Pero, 2009 Chair 

Robert Dahlen. 2008 James Shoemaker, Associate, 2008 

Staf- Gail Palmer. Conservation Administrator 

Historical Commission 
William Edwards, 2008 Gloria Morse, 2008 

Allison Edwards, 2009 

Beverly Marion, 2008 

Cheryl Chapman, 2010 
Melanie Masdea, 2008 Chair 

Virginia Larkin. 2010 

Recreation Committee 
Tricia Wyatt, 2008 

Holly Freadman, 2008 
James Nejaime, 2008 Jeff Konowitch, 2008 

Richard Pfeiffer, 2008 Chair 

Road Advisory Committee 

Chairman, Board of Selectmen - Roger W. Manzolini 

Chairman, Conservation Commission - Holly Stover 

Chairman, Planning Board - John Hanson 

Chairman, Finance Committee - Robert Gniadek 

DPW Superintendent - Gerald Coppola 

Tree Warden - Adam Weinberg 

Berkshire Regional Transit Authority 

Alan B. Hanson, Delegate 

Registrars of Voters 
Stephen Murray, 2008 

Edward Forget. 2010 
Kathleen McMahon. 2009 

David W. Morrison, Clerk 

Cultural Council

Kathy Erikson, 2008 

Chair 

Lisa Martin, 2009 
Carole Raskin, 2010 
Sharon Harrison, 2010 

Christine Triantos, 2011 

Kathleen Basile, 2010 
Jennifer Michaels. 2010 

Fire Department & Ambulance Members

David W. Morrison, Chief & Corporate Director Joan Chapman-Bartlett, EMT 

James Cunningham, Jr., Aetive Exenpt Maurice Garofoli, Asst. Chief and Corporate Director 

Eric Smith, Captain and Corporate President Joy Boyer, EMT 

James Hall, Ist Lieutenant Chris Deinlein, Firefighter EMT 

Vincent Garofoli, 2nd Lieutenant, EMT Katherine DeSantis, EMT 

Jamie Boyer, Firefighter, EMT Wade Fiegel, Firefighter, EMT 
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ARTICLE 8- To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 to 

the reserve fund. (Appoved by the Finance Committee) Voters passed unanimously at 7:56 pm 

ARTICLE 9. To see if the town will vote to transfer and appropriate the sum of 
$32.500 from the ambulance reserve account to the ambulance expense account for the opera- 

tion of the Richmond Ambulance Service and for payments to Comstar and to other ambulance 
services providing backup and advanced life support to the Richmond Ambulance Service, 
with any unexpended balance to be returned to the ambulance reserve account. (Approved by 

the Finance Committee ) Passed unanimously at 7:57 pm 

ARTICLE 10- To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$2,763.423 for the support of the schools. (Approved by the Finance Committee) Approved 
unanimously at 7:58 pm 

ARTICLE 11- To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sumof 

S45,000 for special education expenses. (Approved by the Finance Committee) Approved unan 
imously at 8:00 pm. 

ARTICLE 12- To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 

S10,000 for the conservation land trust fund. (Approved by the Finance Committee) Approved 
unanimously at 8:02 pm 

ARTICLE 13- To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 

$35,000 for the stabilization fund. (Approved by the Finance Committee) Approved unani- 

mously at 8:02 pm 

ARTICLE 14- To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
S15,000 for a Town Hall Repair Stabilization Fund, the purpose of which is to make repairs and 
upgrades to the Town Hall. (Approved by the Finance Committee) The moderator declared this 

article caried at 8:07 pm 

ARTICLE 15- To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000 

for a food and fuel emergency assistance program to be administered by the Board of 
Selectmen for the benefit of low income Richmond residents, with any unexpended funds to 
carry over from to year to year until expended by the town. (Approved by the Finance 

Committee) Approved unanimously at 8:09 pm 

ARTICLE 16- To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 

$478.723 for a principal and interest payment on the school bond, with the appropriation to be 

reduced by the annual grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (Approvedby 
the Finance Committee) Voters passed this article unanimously at 8:10 pm 

ARTICLE 17. To see if the town will vote to transfer from available funds the sum 
of $225,507 to operate the sewer enterprise, as follows: 

Salaries $15,000 
Expenses 17,977 

39 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
SEA 

July 1, 2007 - June 30, 20o8 

Opening 
Balance 
7/1/07 

Ending 
Balance Trust Funds Deposits Withdrawals Interest 6/30/08 

Pension Account 5,200.04 0.00 0.00 221.46 5,421.50 
Conservation Fund 214,072.61 0.00 0.00 9,116.73 223,189.34 
Perpetual Care Fund 24,655.00 0.00 1,030.10 1,030.10 24,655.00 
Perpetual Care 

Income Fund 2,244.30 1,030.10 0.00 115.36 3,389.76 
Samuel Gates 

Charity Fund 1,739.64 0.00 0.00 74.09 1,813.73 
Public Welfare Fund 112.68 0.00 0.00 4.79 117.47 

Massachusetts Municipal Depository Trust Accounts 
Wheeler Memorial Fund 6,157.04 200.00 250.00 278.71 6,385.75 
Spence Scholarship Fund 10,537.20 400.00 0.00 489.58 11,426.78 
Sarah McDonald Memorial 

Scholarship Fund 8,012.59 622.00 400.00 365.19 8,599.78 
Recreation Account 6,319.93 0.00 0.00 283.36 6,603.29 
Cultural Council 6,536.96 0.00 0.00 293.08 6,830.04 
Library Grant 4,236.88 0.00 0.00 189.96 4,426.84 
Mural Project 158.39 0.00 163.26 4.87 0.00 
Library Gift 16,491.66 6,005.64 1.394.38 817.54 21,920.46 
Town Hall Gift 2,244.51 0.00 0.00 100.64 2,345.15 
Septic Repair Program 72,884.60 0.00 0.00 3,267.66 76,152.26 
Sewer Enterprise 0.00 50,000.00 0.00 2,014.63 52,014.63 

Emergency Assistance 1,006.85 1,600.00 0.00 71.21 2,678.06 
Tennis Gift 

Stabilization Account 331,836.83 121,333.51 85,000.00 15,245.16 383,415.500 
1,908.02 0.00 0.00 85.53 1,993.55 

Town of Richmond 314,251.26 501,603.66 797,603.42 11,419.52 29,671.02 
Operating Accounts 

Money Market Account 552,354.36 5,972,47 1.38 6,093,078.97 34,424.97 466,171.74 

Checking Account 193,180.76 5,078,412.50 5,256.510.78 3,843.33 18,925.81 

Unibank 
8,788.79 0.00 0.00 254.40 9,043.19 

School Project Account 
1,047.18 0.00 46.02 46.02 1,047.18 
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LAND TRUST REPORT 
The mission of the Richmond Land Trust is to preserve Richmond's rural chara racter 

has 
through land conservation and thoughtful development. Toward this end, the organization 

helped to preserve a total of 790 acres. Of the properties thus protected, 616 acres are under 

conservation restrictions (CR). A CR allows the owners to continue to own and use the land 
but the land will always remain open and can never be developed. CRs continue to be the most 
popular means of conservatión an. currently provide significant charitable deductions 

However, the much improved Federal Tax incentive is currently available only through 2009 

The Land Trust has updated the Town Land Use Map. Copies of the map should be 
available for a modest fee by the time you read this Report. If you would like a copy, contact 
John Mason. 

Monitoring of our lands this year identified the need to improve boundary markings 
and to remove invasive species on several parcels. Plans are in progress to mark the boundaries 
and institute an invasive species removal program. 

Once again we co-sponsored the Annual Town Picnic with the Richmond Historical 

Society and the Richmond Civic Association. The Richmond Garden Club added terrific color 

with 60 Mums, all of which sold quickly. The Picnic was held at Blair Farm on Swamp Road. 

Despite threatening weather in the morning, the skies cleared just as the picnic began allowing 
the 160 or so attendees to enjoy the beauty of the Farm, camaraderie of friends and neighbors. 
and the most delicious homemade pies prepared by our loyal, local bakers. 

William Sexton was honored at the town picnic as recipient of the annual Charles and 

Mary Kusik Citizenship Award for his many years of contributions to the town and to the larg-

er Berkshire community. Sophie Randolph was also honored as the second recipient ot tne 

Nancy Hull Environmental Award for her environmental activities at the Richmond Schoo. 

This award is named for the late Nancy Hull, a naturalist whose artistic vision and persona 
commitment embraced the preservation of earth's beauty and the conservation of our environ 
ment. This award is given annually to an eighth grader at the Richmond Consolidated Senoo 

Financially, the Land Trust functions with income derived primarily from mem0er 
ship donations and sorme return on its stand-by fund maintained to pay the costs of its pres 
vation activities. Each year it makes contributions to the Town of Richmond in lieu ot taxe 
property owned by the Trust and to the Berkshire Natural Resources Council for serviees 

on 

ren 

dered 

KL officers and other board members encourage landowners interested in pre 

g tne rural character of Richmond to call with questions, comments, and ideas about 
Dw properties or other significant lands that contribute to the rural aspects ot the tow 

serv-

eir 

any 
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
SAL 

During the year 2008 the Conservation Commission considered ten new requests for 
a determination of applicability (RDAS) and three new notices of intent (NOIs) under the 

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and Richmond Wetland Bylaw and two new requests 

for a determination of applicability and one new notice of intent filed under the Berkshire 

Scenic Mountains Act. 

Under the RDA process, the commission considers relatively simple applications for 
projects that may have minor wetland or scenic mountain impacts, but where these impacts can 

be avoided with proper work practices and a few conditions imposed by the commission. With 

the NOI process the commission reviews applications under a more complicated permitting 

system where the work, if not properly conditioned, is likely to damage wetland resource areas 

or scenic mountain regions. 

When the commission considers an RDA, it may issue a positive determination or a 

negative determination. A positive determination means that the commission has determined 

that the project is more complicated and potentially harmful to resource areas than the appli- 

cant anticipated and that the applicant must file a NOI with the commission. The filing of a 

NOI provides more information to the commission about a proposed activity, ensures a more 

thorough review of the application by the Department of Environmental Protection and allows 

the commission a better opportunity to impose conditions on the activity to ensure that resource 

areas are not affected. If the commission issues a negative determination, this means that the 

proposed activity is relatively minor and can be accomplished with minor conditions and no 

further review by the commission. 

The new Wetland Protection Act and Richmond Wetland Bylaw RDAs considered by 
the commission involved the following activities: 

-Installation of a set of stairs to a historic quarry on Furnace Rd. 

-Construction of a swimming pool at the same location on Furnace Rd. 

-Reconstruction of a cottage on Branch Farm Rd. 

-Reconstruction of a retaining wall on Branch Farm Rd. 

Reconstruction of a foundation on Shore Rd. 

-Demolition of a building at Camp Russel 
Construction of an addition and deck on Cross Rd. 
-Construction of a garage on Lake Rd. Extension 
-Septic system repair on Lenox Rd. 
-Drainage work at a house on Stevens Glen Rd.

All of the above RDAs received negative determinations and the projects were con 

pleted satisfactorily or will be done in the spring of 2009 

80 
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The new wetland NOIs the commission considered were as follows: 

Construction of a new single family home and other site improvemernts on SwampRd. 

Construction of a new single family home and other site improvements on Lenox Rd 

which included a concurrent filing under the Berkshire Scenic Mountains Act 

Driveway improvements and the installation of underground utilities to serve a new 

home on Cone Hill Rd. 

Orders of conditions were issued for the above NOIs and work began this year on the 

new home on Swamp Rd. Work on the Lenox Rd. and Cone ill Rd. projects will wait until 

the spring of 2009. 

The Scenic Mountain RDAs were: 

-Construction of a communications equipment shelter on Lenox Mountain for the 

Massachusetts State Police 

Construction of a single family home on East Slope Rd. 

The state police received a negative determination for the equipment shelter and the 

East Slope Rd. new home proposal received a positive determination and the owners indicated 

they would not likely pursue the project further. 

The sole notice of intent filed under the mountains act was for the construction of a 

new single family home and other site improvements on Lenox Rd., as noted above. 

Other work of the commission involved monitoring previously permitted projects, 
responding to questions and complaints, reviewing building permit applications and Form A 

subdivision plans to determine if proposed work required commission review and investigating 

and trying to resolve possible violations. Among these and other tasks were the following: 

-lssued extension permits to the Richmond Pond Association to allow continued 

drawdowns and herbicide treatments of Richmond Pond until June of 2011. 

-Had the existing Berkshire Scenic Mountains map overlaid on the town's parcel 

map, making for much easier identification of mapped mountain regions. 
-Extended for the final year the scenic mountain order of conditions for a 

controversial single family home project on Osceola Rd. 
-1Ssued a certificate of compliance for the cleanup of a farm pond on Pemry's Peak Rd. 

-Determined that wetland replication areas created as part of the sewer project and at 

a Single family home/driveway construction project on West Rd. were in 

Compliance with their respective orders of conditions, but that a similar area for a 

Single family home project on Swamp Rd. was never created. The property owner 

In the latter case admitted his error and committed to being in compliance by the 

summer of 2009. 
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-Denied a certificate of compliance to a West Rd. developer because the driveway 

was not built according to plans. 

-Investigated ATV damage caused to trails on the town conservation property on 

Perry's Peak, but could not identify the violators. 

The administrator, chairwoman and vice chairwoman signed up to attend the 

Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions annual environmental 

conference in Worcester, but were kept from attending by a late winter storm. The 

chairwoman and vice chairwoman did attend the MACC fall conference in 

Pittsfield. 

Thanks to Town Secretary Nancy Callan for her staff support. And special thanks to 

my fellow commissioners and to all the residents who inquire about permit requirements before 

they undertake their projects and who faithfully follow the rules when they are in the permit 

ting system. 

Finally, many thanks to Town 
Administrator/Conservation 

Administrator Bruce 

Garlow, who retired at the end of 2008. Bruce worked for the commission for 15 of his 20 years 

Part of the reason that 

with the town and always was a great resource and administrator. 

Richmond looks like it does today is because of Bruce's effective and knowledgeable administra- 

tion of the commission's business. He will be missed, but we are excited to be working with his 

replacement, Gail Palmer, and the commission wishes them both well as we move forward. 

Holly Stover, 

Chairwoman 
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