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INC 

EAL 

RICHMOND TOWN HALI 

Monday through Friday - 9:00 Noon 

(413) 698-3355 
Town Clerk - Edna M. Crewdson 

698-3315 
Mon., Tue., Thu., Fri. - 9:00 am - Noon 

Saturday by Appointment 

Tax Collector Pamela Patterson 
698-3355 

Mon., Wed., Fri. - 9:00 am - Noon 

Town Treasurer - Anna G. Schubert 
698-3315 

Wednesday through Friday - 9:00 am - Noon 

Administrative Assistant - Bruce Garlow 
698-3882 

Monday through Friday - 9:00 - 4:30 

Board of Selectmen 
1st, 2nd and 4th Wednesday - 6:30 pm 

Board of Assessors 
1st, 2nd and 4th Wednesday - 7:00 pm 

Board of Health 
1st Tuesday - 7:30 pm 

Planning Board 
2nd Monday 7:30 pmn 

Conservation Commission
2nd Tuesday - 7:00 pm 

Building Inspector and Zoning Enfor 
1st, 2nd and 4th Wednesday 

Chief of Police / Animal Control Oicer 
Gary Mitchell 

(413) 445-1773 [Beeper] 

About the cover 
nis is a scenic photograph of the Richmond Town Hall taken about ten ye rs ago. 
Since that time we have removed the bushes, installed new windows a l be plan dows, installed eaves troughs and painted the building inside and out: ning additional work as time and funds allow. 
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APPOINTED OFFICERS (Continued) 

Conservation Commission 
John Jackman, 1999 
Patrick Seckler, 1999 
Diane Christensen, 1998 (Resigned) 
Henry Colvin, 2001 

Holly Stover, Chair, 2000 
Theodore Potter, 2001 

Christopher May, 2000 

Ronald Veillette, 2001 

Staff- Bruce Garlow, Admin. Assist. 

Historical Commission 
Leslie Clark, 2000 

Melanie Masdea, 1999 
William Edwards, Chair, 1999 

Virginia Larkin, 2001 
Allison Edwards, 2000 

Gloria Morse, 1999 

Recreation Committee 
Catherine Malinowski, Chair Maryann Adler 
David Palardy Melanie Levitan 

Road Advisory Committee 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen - Roger W. Manzolini 
Chairman, Conservation Commission - Holly Stover 
Chairman, Planning Board - John Hanson 

Chairman, Finance Committee - Ruth Bass 

DPW Superintendent - Gerald Coppola 
Tree Warden - Gerald Coppola 

Berkshire Regional Transit Authority 
Alan B. Hanson, Delegate 

Registrars of Voters 
Kathleen McMahon, 2000 
Edna M. Crewdson, Clerk 

Jean Bednarski, 2001 Stephen Murray, 1999 

Cultural Council 
Carole Raskin, 1999 
Colleen Parsons, 1999 
Susan St. John, 2001 

Paula Dambrauskas, President, 2001 Holly Freadman, 2000 
Cynthia Morrison, 2000 
Rebecca Marzotto, 2000 

Fire Department & Ambulance Members 

David Morrison Chief 

Tom Morse Assistant Chief 

Captain 
First Lieutenant 

Maurice Garofoli 

Con Lawlor 
Jim Hall Second Lieutenant 

Secretary Wade Fiegel 
Fran Malnati Ambulance Chairman 
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ARTICLE4-School Budget 
Below is a breakdown of the proposed School Budget and a comparison to the FY 99 budget: 

FY 1999 
1,092,531 

3,605 
19,702 
14,865 
55,920 
31,900 
15,500 
17,200 

138,920 

FY 2000 Request 
1,163,123 Salary Accounts 

Travel Accounts 3,255 
9,840 

14,865 
60,000 
31,900 
15,500 
17,200 

133,920 
471,802 

58,000 
127.257 

2,106,462 

Expense Accounts 

Professional Development 
Supply Acounts 

Utilities 

Maintenance
Services 

Transportation
347,249 
55,002 

122.794 
1,915,188 

Tuition 
Vocational 

Insurance 
Total School Budget 

Please note that the school department has made a tuition agreement with Pittsfield, thereby 

eliminating what has been a Cherry Sheet offset (payment deducted from our state aid) for 
Pittsfield school choice. This has ranged from $68,000 to $89,000 in the last few years. This 
amount is now included as part of the Tuition Account, which partly accounts for the increase. 

ARTICLE5- Reserve Fund 
In recent years, the Finance Committee has been recommending $15,000 for this account, 

which covers unexpected expenses. 

ARTICLE 6- Stabilization Fund 
The Stabilization Fund is the Town's "savings account." We are requesting a $100,000 appro 
priation. We would like to continue to build up the Stabilization Fund so that we can begin to 

purchase large items and make some school building project payments without borrowing and 

incurring extra interest costs. 

ARTICLE 7- Conservation Fund Th This appropriation goes into a fund that can purchase land for conservation purposes. 1I 
Finance Committee has recommended a larger appropriation, as the former annual appro 
tion was too small to accrue enough funds to actually make a purchase. In the current sca 

year, the appropriation is $10,000. Before that, the appropriation was $1,000 anmualuy 

ARTICLE8- Pension Fund 
Even though we annually appropriate a sufficient amount of retirement funds to co clhd- 

cur 

rent county assessment, the Town, like most other cities and towns in Massachusc 

ing the state itself, has an unfunded pension liability. This means that if all eligiblecnrori-
retired, we would have insufficient funds to cover our liabilities. The $1,000 annua * 
ation will build up each year and help cover this liability. 

ARTICLE9 - Highway Truck PaymentsThis is for payments on the 1995 and 1998 highway trucks. After these exP 
one more payment due on the 1998 truck. 
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TREASURER'SREPORT 
July 1, 1997 - June 30, 1998 

Opening 
Balance 

Ending 
Balance 

Trust Funds 7/1/97 Deposits Withdrawals Interest 6/30/98 

Pension Account $ 367.30 0.00 0.00 $ 11.33 $ 378.63 

Conservation Fund 28,409.11 0.00 0.00 877.39 29,286.50 

Perpetual Care Fund 17,350.00 1,300.00 562.49 562.49 18,650.00 

Perpetual Care 
Income Fund 1,329.45 562.49 0.00 48.9 1,940.84 

Samuel Gates 
Charity Fund 2,225.38 0.00 0.00 68.76 2,294.14 

Public Welfare Fund 701.89 0.00 0.00 19.54 721.43 

Massachusetts Municipal Depository Trust Accounts 

Wheeler Memorial Fund 3,546.89 100.00 300.00 195.88 3,542.77 

Spence Scholarship Fund 6,487.00 50.00 600.00 347.35 6,284.35 

Sarah McDonald Memorial 
Scholarship Fund 5,867.63 50.00 0.00 329.96 6,247.59 

Recreation Account 4,298.54 0.00 0.00 241.54 4,540.08 

Stabilization Account 211,591.74 100,000.00 132,192.00 15,199.60 194,599.34

Town of Richmond 190,801.27 300,000.00 200,000.00 19,895.67 310,696.94 

Bank of Boston 

Money Market Fund 497,779.72 3,899,503.44 4,105,766.96 16,320.26 307,836.46

Checking Account 1,749.32 4,026,842.63 4,025,748.41 1,741.49 4,585.03 

School Project Account 0.00 500,000.00 220,152.72 0.00 279,847.28 

Reconciliation of Cash 

Opening Balance July 1, 1997 $ 690,330.31 

Cash Receipts 4,238,383.81 

Warrants Paid 4.025.748.41 

Ending Balance June 30, 1998 $902.965.71 

Bank of Boston Money Market 307,836.46 

Bank of Boston Checking 4,585.03 

Mass. Munic. Deposit. Trust 310,696.94 

School Project 279.847.28 
623,118.43 
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July 1, 1998 December 31, 1998 

Opening 
Balance 
7/1/98 

Ending 
Balance 

Trust Funds Deposits Withdrawals Interest 1231/98 

Pension Account $ 378.63 1,000.00 0.00 S 16.85 $ 1,395.48 

Conservation Fund 29,286.50 0.00 0.00 435.04 29,721.54 
Perpetual Care Fund 18,650.00 0.00 286.74 286.74 18,650.00 
Perpetual Care 

Income Fund 1,940.84 286.74 0.00 32.02 2,259.60 

Samuel Gates 
Charity Fund 2,294.14 0.00 0.00 35.47 2,329.61 

Public Welfare Fund 721.43 0.00 0.00 10.06 731.49 

Massachusets Municipal Depository Trust Accounts 

Wheeler Memorial Fund 3,542.77 50.00 0.00 97.08 3,689.85 

Spence Scholarship Fund 6,284.35 100.00 0.00 172.04 6.556.39 

Sarah McDonald Memorial 
Scholarship Fund 6,247.59 50.00 300.00 162.55 6,160.14 

Recreation Account 4,540.08 0.00 0.00 123.08 4,663.16 

Stabilization Account 194,599.34 0.00 0.00 5,275.63 199,874.97 

Town of Richmond 310,696.94 0.00 0.00 8,423.05 319,119.99 

Bank of Boston 

Money Market Account 307,836.46 1,638,499 42 1,528,967.56 15,866.30 433,234.62 

Checking Account 4,585.03 1,474,892.81 1,469,755.19 546.02 10,268.67 

0.00 224,251.04 School Project Account 279,847.28 0.00 55,596.24 

Reconciliation of Cash 

Opening Balance July 1, 1998 S 902,965.71 

Cash Receipts 1,553,663.80 

Warrants Paid 1469.755.19 

Ending Balance June 30, 1998 
986,874.32 

433,234.62 
Bank of Boston Money Market 

10,268.67

Bank of Boston Checking 
Mass. Munic. Deposit. Trust 

319,119.99 

School Project 
224.25104 

986,874.32 
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Unclassified FY 98 FY 99 
Req. 

Chg Pct. 

92. Veterans' Agent Expenses 
93. Stray Animals 
94. Town Building Maintenance 

250 250 0.00% 
100 100 0 0.00% 

8,600 
9,000 
7,500 

8,600 
9,000 
7,500 

95. Town Beach 0.00% 

96. FICAA 0.00% 

97. Construct 0 0.00% 
98. Legal Advertising 50 50 0 0.00% 

2,500 2,500 0 0.00% 
Unclassified - Total 

226,373 237,062 10,689 4,72% 
Line ltem Total 

(Approved by the Voters at 7:45 PM) 
$846,410 883,40436,9 4.37% 

ARTICLE 4 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,915,188 for the support of the schools. (Approved by the Finance Committee) Approved by voters at 7:55 PM. 

ARTICLE 5 - To see if the Town will vote to credit the dog license refund money from the County to the Library Account. (Approved by the Finance Committee) Approved unanimousBy at 7:56 PM. 

ARTICLE 6 To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate the sum of $500 from the Perpetual Care Fund interest to the Cemetery Expense Account. (Approved by the Finance Committee) Approved unanimously at 7:57 PM. 

ARTICLE 7- To see if the Town will vote to raise (transfer) and appropriate the sum of $15,000 from the Overlay Surplus Account to the Reserve Fund. (Approved by the Finance 
Committee) It was pointed out that this article was written incorrectly. lt should read "trans fer" and appropriate. This corrected article was approved by the voters at 7:58 PM. 

ARTICLE 8 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$100,000 for the Stabilization Fund. (Approved by the Finance Committee) The voters unani 
mously approved this article at 7:58 PM. 

ARTICLE 9 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$10,000 for the Conservation Land Fund. (Approved by the Finance Committee) Voted for 
unanimously at 8:00 PM. 

ARTICLE 10 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$1,000 for the Pension Fund Account. (Approved by the Finance Committee) Approved by the 
voters at 8:02 PM. 

ARTICLE 11 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$34,596 for the principal and interest payments on the Town Highway trucks. (Approved by the 
Finance Committee) Approved by the voters at 8:02 PM. 

ARTICLE 12 - To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate the sum of 

$5,500 from the Ambulance Account to the Ambulance Training and Supplies Account. 
(Approved by the Finance Committee) The voters approved ihis article unanimously at 8:03 

PM 
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SURPLUS REVENUE 
Surplus Revenue 418.089.00 

TOTAL SURPLUS REVENUE 418.089.00 

APPROPRIATION BALANCES 
Fuel Tank Cleanup 2,176.00 

74,354.00 
220,161.00 

Schools 
School Building Committee 
Civil Defense 712.00 

Audit 7,400.00 
Retirement Fund 1.000.00 

TOTAL APPROPRIATION BALANCES 305.803.00 

TOTAL LIABILITIES $7,821,550.00 

DEBT BALANCE ACCOUNTS 6/30/98 

Assets Liabilities 

LONG TERM DEBT 

Inside Debt Limit $29,781.00 
29,781.00 Highway Truck 

29,781.00 29,781.00 TOTAL LONG TERM DEBT 

TRUST FUND ACCOUNTS 6/30/98 

Assets Liabilities 
TRUST FUNDS 

$268,486.00 Trust Cash 
18,650.00 

1,941.00 

29,287.00 
194,599.00 

3,015.00 
379.00 

Cemetery 
PC Income 
Conservation Fund 

Stabilization 
Welfare Fund 
Pension Reserve 4,540.00 

6,284.00 
6,248.00 
3,543.00 

Recreation Fund 

Spence Scholarship 
MacDonald Scholarship 
Wheeler Scholarship 

268,486.00 268,486.00 
TOTAL TRUST FUNDS 
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
CA 

In the year since our last report in the spring of 1998, the Conservation Commission 
has administered the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and Richmond Wetland Bylaw hy 
considering thirteen Requests for Determinations of Applicability (RDA) and four Notices of 
Intent (NOI). The RDA is the form a property owner must file to see if a proposed project in 
or near wetlands requires full review by the commission. If, following a public meeting with 
the applicant and a site visit, it appears to the commission that a proposed project will not affect 
a wetland, the commission issues a negative determination and work is allowed to proceed, as 

long as any other applicable permits are obtained. If the commission finds that a proposed pro- 
ject will affect a wetland, the property owner must file an NOI. The NOI is a complicated appli- 
cation that sometimes requires professional assistance to complete. The commission will hold 

a public hearing and make a site visit and once the commission is satisfied that the applicant 
has addressed, mitigated or completely avoided any wetland impacts, it will issue an Order of 
Conditions, a permit that allows the work to go forward under specific conditions imposed by 
the commission. The commission also considered an Abbreviated Request for Resource 
Delineation, a new process developed by the state Department of Environmental Protection 
that is designed to elicit commission concurrence on the type and extent of wetlands on a given 

property. 

In the past year, as in years past, projects included: the replacement of piers under 
cottages at Richmond Pond or near other wetlands; septic system repair and replacement; dri- 
veway and deck construction; drainage work by the town Department of Public Works; land- 
scaping; and home construction and renovation. Also, during this past year, the town began lay 
ing the groundwork for the school renovation and addition project, which included filing an 
RDA with the commission for septic system work behind the school. The commission also 
issued one Order of Resource Delineation, agreeing to the wetland delineation at a property 
where the owner hopes to build a new single family home near a perennial stream. Finally, the 
commission dealt with four alleged wetlands violations, one of which proved not to be a vio 
lation and the others resolved satisfactorily through property owner cooperation. 

The commission also discussed and began developing new procedures for the 
enforcement of the Rivers Protection Act (RPA), a state law that establishes a 200 foot pro- 
tected Riverfront Area on each side of rivers and perennial streams. The biggest task so far has 
been to categorize which streams are perennial- ones qualifying for river status under the law 
and intermittent- ones covered under the wetlands protection act and local wetland bylaw, but 

not under the more stringent RPA. The United State Geological Survey maps are presumed by 
the state to show which streams are perennial and which ones are intermittent, but the com- 

mission has noted some discrepancies and is in the process of initiating a survey by members 
of all streams in town, so that there is a definitive list of applicable streams. 

The commission continued work on writing regulations to administer the Scenic 

Mountains Act and on developing the map of the areas of town where the act will be entorcea. 
This state law, which the voters accepted in 1976, but which had never before been entoreeu 
by Richmond, sets a base elevation above which construction projects will require a permit 
similar to an Order of Conditions. Cartographics, Inc. of Littleton, NH has taken the maps 

developed by commission member Ted Potter and will produce one that imposes topographic
features on the town property map, making it easier to define what areas of town are covered 
under the law. The expense of printing the map will come from the Altresco Conservation
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Fund. There will be one or more public hearings on the law and the Selectmen and state must 

approve any measure before the commission can begin enforcing it. 
In closing. I would like to thank all the residents who support the Conservation 

Commission and our initiatives and to those who consult with the commission before under 
taking wok that could damage wetlands. Thanks also to my fellow commissioners who attend 
the meetings and wh0 go on the site visits and who work very hard trying to keep the town a 
beautiful place to live. Finally, thanks to Town Administrative Assistant Bruce Garlow for his 

efficient and effective administration of commission affairs, allowing the commissioners to 
concentrate on environmental matters, not just paperwork. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Holly Stover 
Chairwoman 

cONSTRuCT, INC. K 
EAL 

Construct, Inc. is an independent non-profit agency in its thirtieth year of providing 
housing help to low-income households in the seventeen South County hilltowns and villages. 
The town of Richmond is among the communities we serve. 

Each year, we serve approximately 450 households in a variety of ways. Seventy or 
so households receive direct financial assistance to avert or terminate a crisis. Those house 
holds, and many others besides, receive supportive counseling throughout the period of unsta- 
ble housing. In addition, we offer budgeting help, housing search assistance, advocacy, tenant 
education, homebuyer's counseling, GED preparation, and job search help to an even wider 
segment of the population. 

At the present time, we continue to offer our own transitional apartments to individ- 
uals and families on a three-month to one-year time frame. We are currently developing an idea 
to include overnight space among our offerings to individuals in housing crisis. We provide 
affordable office space to other human service programs, including Pregnancy Support 
Services, the Library Literacy Program, Berkshire Housing Services, and the Massachusetts 
Rehabilitation Commission facilitating the team management that is required in many cases. 

Our cash assistance program is made possible through our Project Home Fund, 
replenished each year as the South County community participates in our Annual Walk for the 
Homeless. This year, the South County community is poised to assume an even greater help- 
ing role through our newly developed Neighbor-to-Neighbor Program. Twenty potential vol- 
unteers have begun our training program, and will soon be offering supplemental help to 

households in need, including tasks such as assisting with minor home repairs, providing trans- 
portation, delivering anything from food to funiture, chaperoning to job interviews, and the 
like. 

We are proud to say that we offer services to those in need with the help of a com- 
munity that cares. We hope you are able to continue to be part of that community. 

Respectfuly submitted. 
Maureen E. Meier 

Co-Director, Construct, Inc. 
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While such educational programs are the primary function of the society, work aleo 

continued building the endowment needed to assure proper care of the Northeast Schoolhou use 

Restoration in perpetuity. 

The annual giving campaign brought in $5,054, and the society's share of proceeds 
from the town Tag Sale came to $2,431. After covering normal expenses like electricity 

propane, grass-cutting and insurance, there was enough left to boost the Richmond Heritage 

Fund to just over $46,000 at year s end, well on its way toward the Phase I goal of $65,000. 

Interest and dividends from the latter sum would be sufficient to cover normal expenses and 

routine maintenance on the one-room schoolhouse for the foreseeable future. 

Toward year's end, a resident of the immediate schoolhouse neighborhood took the 

lead in developing a major capital campaign to be launched at the start of 1999, the last year 

of the century, with the ambitious goal of completing Phase I in a single jump. Planning also 

began for repainting the schoolhouse, which is showing the weather's impact after only a few 

years and would probably emerge later in the new year in a different, more permanent color. 

Respectfully submitted, 
William Sexton 

President 

LAND TRUST REPORT 

The Richmond Land Trust has continued to improve its procedures for protecting 
open lands and rural beauty within the town. In 1998 specific criteria for judging lands suitable 
for protection efforts were refined. A list of important lands which meet those criteria was com 
piled. These efforts put the RLT in a better position to move rapidly when family ownership is 

changing or other circumstances suddenly put in jeopardy an important property long cherished 
by the owners, as well as other residents. 

In fact, RLT board members have been in continuing conversation with owners ot 

several significant properties about their long-range planning-- exploring techniques for prop 
erty management which can help to protect the owners' financial situation, protect the rural 

character of the lands and benefit the town in the long run. The Trust is constantly aware that 

Richmond's many appealing open lands, woods and views exist because landowners have 

taken good care of their properties, in some cases for many generations, and would like to pre 
serve their special values, even as family needs change. 

Discussion at board meetings has included information gained at regional and state 

land-use workshops including new data on how open space helps to balance municipalbuc 
gets, as opposed to development that calls for more services, especially expanded schools. 

Board meetings provide an exchange of much useful town information, and tne 
occasionally adds its voice on situations related to its mission. For example, when the 1ssu 
blacktopping part of March Hare Road against wishes of residents there arose, the RLI S 

RLT 

sue 

a 

and that letter to the Selectmen suggesting that a clear policy on road paving be estau oh might 
more aalogue between residents and road crew take place before major changes wnieu 

affect the town's rural landscape. 
Having voted in favor of suspending the town auction this year, the RLT 

d the 

OviC AssOCiation and Historical Society in continuine the annual tag sale and sponso1L 
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annual town picnic, held August 29 at Camp Russell. This proved to be a great picnic place, 

with fine views of Richmond Pond, plenty of space for activities for all ages and excellent 
facilities for handling the food. The Charles and Mary Kusik Citizenship Award was given to 
Miriam Kimball, who has served on the Community Health Association Board and the 
Municipal Facilities Committee and is currently on the Planning Board and RLT Board 

A milestone decision was made in November, when the board vote to give the town 
$2,500 in lieu of taxes, in recognition of reduced tax income to the town resulting from gifts 

of land and conservation easements to the trust. 

John Mason, President 
lom McCann, Vice President 

Philip Foster, Treasurer 
Ann Larkin, Secretary 

Kelton Burbank, Legal Consultant 

Other board members: Joan Chapman-Bartlett, Tom Gardner, John Keenum, 
Miriam Kimball, Nanci McConnell, James Mooney, Jackie Rawson, Tony Rud, 

Edward Sawyer, Willam Sexton, Richard Stover, Carter White 

MENTAL HEALTH and SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
SERVICES of the BERKSHIRES 

Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services of the Berkshires remains committed 
to providing high quality and comprehensive community mental health and substance abuse 
services to all residents of Berkshire County who need and request them, regardless of their 

ability to pay. 

In the past year, we provided 93,156 sessions of assessment and treatment services 
to 8,693 residents of the County. Thirty-two of these persons were residents of the town of 

Richmond. 

Please note that 14% of the persons served continued to lack any health insurance 
coverage, and for an additional 14%, their private or public health insurance did not reimburse 
us for all of the services that they needed. While we continue to receive state funding and allo- 
cations from the local United Ways, these are insufficient alone to cover the entire costs of all 

of the uninsured and underinsured persons who seck our services. For this reason, annual allo 
cations from the cities and towns in Berkshire County, albeit small, remain an important ingre 
dient in assuring that we continue to fulfill our mission of providing adequate services to all 

persons in need. 

We wish to thank you for your past support 
Respectfully submitted, 

Raymond P. Brien 

Director 
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