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REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
The preceding fiscal year has been active with various public earings with the Commission reviewing such things as septic tank replacements installations of docks, replacement of cottage piers, home site preparation and pipeline cleanup operations. The Commission has had many inguiries and ived several Requests For Determinations, filed when a landownerie 

sure if the activity proposed comes under the purview of the Commission or whether a proposed activity is within an area subject to protection and/or iuris. diction, as in buffer zones to wetlands. One recent Request was from the Town's Recreation Committee to create an ice skating rink next to the General Store, adjacent to bordering vegetated wetlands and a stream. 

not 

Having administrative assistance has been invaluable, freeing Commis- sion members to spend more time in the field, reviewing filings and responding to wetland violations. It has provided residents, as well as the Commission, with a resource person and facilitator, a contact person and coordinator. It has also provided us with expertise with legal documents, research, interpretation and preparation. In turn, the Commission has had the time to spend hours in the field for project review and monitoring, as well as follow-up on wetland violations. Unfortunately, some violations persist and some are repeat offend ers who are knowledgeable of the law. 

Each year there is at least one major project that seems to stand out among the many, one that requires extensive review, often several nights of hearings, site visits, and attentive monitoring. Last year it was the gas trans- mission pipeline. This year it is site preparation on a property for access, a home and other structures off Lenox Road. The project has not been with- out problems and wetland impact. Having a Local Wetland By-Law in place enabled the Commission to require the applicant to post securities, something we had been unable to do before. The Commission felt that the scope of this project is so extensive that assurances to the town were warranted. 
By the time of the annual meeting this year, the Commission hopes to have closed hearings to review its Regulations, drafted subsequent to Richmond's Local Wetland By-Law, approved in May, 1992. Thanks to Administrative Assistant Bruce Garlow, who wrote the Regulations and coordinated these activities, the Commission feels that the By-Law and Regulations provide tne Opportunity for good review and broader protection, at the same time provid ing applicants with better direction and guidance for standards for construc tion. We do expect to make changes and additions to the Regulationsfuture, as we learn by using them. 

the 

Ihe year ahead looks like it will be a busy one for the Commission, as stare 
agricultural regulations have changed, and we expect that Title 5 Regulato governing sewage disposal systems will be upgraded. Although sepu 
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sams are subject to review by the Board of Health, any changes, including tank 
renlacements, that will occur in a buffer zone are subject to additional review 
by the Commission. 

HOLLY H. STOVER 
Chairman 

REPORT OF THE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

In response to the growing needs of the community, the Richmond Free 
Public Library continues to enhance its many services. Residents of the town 
are invited to discover and enjoy these changes as well as make their own 
needs known. Last year's timely increase in funding has prompted an increase 
in the hours the library is open to the public (from eleven to fourteen) and 
made possible the purchase of a wider range of popular materials as well as 
provided more staff time for the efficient processing of the materials. The 
entire floor plan of the library has been redesigned to accommodate the new 
books and videos while leaving room for expansion and creating a more 
welcoming atmosphere. The youth reading programs have continued on a 
quarterly basis, the largest being held in the summer. Highlights of last 
Summer's program included a visit from well-known storyteller and folklorist 
David Bates and a juried art contest. 

The dedication of steadfast volunteers of all ages and abilities has given 
the Richmond Library excellent support. Each person, past and present, has 
contributed a gift that will keep on giving, enriching the lives of people they 
may not even know in ways that can only bring good to their community 

The relationship between the Consolidated School and the Public Library 

continues to evolve according to the contributions of both parties, with the 
needs of the students being the governing factor. The great gains the towns- 
people have made in not having to support two libraries should not be taken for 

granted in the light of severe cutbacks to library services in other Berkshire 

Communities. But such savings should not be considered a staple. Rather, the 
savings should be thought of as a catalyst to encourage library growth. 

The foresight of the school committee in setting aside funds for the 
purchase of reference books has strengthened the library's collection. The 
committee has also demonstrated their focus on the future by providing 
funding for library instruction. I have been able to institute a library skills 
program during the hours when the library is not open to the public. This 
program complements the fine utilization program run by dedicated parent 

volunteers. It is my hope that the program will give the students a sense of the 
value and purpose of a community library as well as instruct them in its use so 
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REPORT OF THE LAND TRUST 

It was the fifth year of the Richmond Land Trust (launched in February 
1989)-a year of even greater realization of the importance of our goals, a year 
of rewarding experience in working with property owners and other Richmond 

organizations, a year of measurable accomplishments. 

We have learned that there are many routes toward our general destina- 
tion of preserving Richmond's attractive appearance, its views of hills and 
meadows and woods, its peaceful rural ehvironment. (This goal was top 
priority for residents replying to a town-wide survey last year.) 

One obvious route is protection of lands, certain choice parcels which the 
trust may acquire by ownership or secure for the future by conservation 
easements worked out with landowners who continue to hold title. Thus 
several property owners conferred with Land Trust board members as to 
whether part of their land might be suitable for such protection; several tracts 
are moving through stages which lead to Land Trust acquisition, and other 
parcels were in fact transferred to trust ownership. 

A notable land event of 1993 was acquisition of the Seymour Schoolhouse 
Brook Preserve, about eight acres of choice woods and brook on Swamp Road 
given by James and Barbara Mihalke in memory of Raymond Branch Seymour. 
This was in addition to their gifts of the Northeast Schoolhouse and a tw0-and- 
one-half acre site for it at Summit and Swamp Roads now owned by the 
Richmond Historical Society after transitional handling by the Land Trust. 
Another recent significant gift to the Land Trust was a 13-acre tract with 

frontage on Dublin Road from Janet and George Ziegler in memory of Mrs. 

Ziegler's parents, Beatrice and Deane Ellis, part of the Hi Deane Farm they had 

owned for many years. 
Another route to preserving Richmond's natural attractions follows the 

Land Trust's work with other town groups. The trust gave financial support to 

the project of the town Resources Inventory Committee, which developed data 

on Richmond's natural assets, information on residents' hopes for the town's 

Tuture, and significant new maps- all of which are providing bases for a 
ong-needed town plan. At the Selectmen's annual all-board meeting, at their 
Summer meeting for part-time residents, at the Civic Association's "mini town 

meetings" and on several ad hoc committees, the Land Trust has been repre- 

sented to help in cooperative efforts for town improvements. 

Special events are still another route to securing a beautiful Richmond for 

the future. The August auction, held in conjunction with the Historical Society 

and Civic Association, was a social and financial success, raising nearly 

9,000 for each organization. The all-town picnic in October, held at the 

mpressive new site of the old schoolhouse, drew a crowd that exceeded the 

Xtra-big supplies of food and name tags and heard a record number of 

unusual speeches. 
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At the picnic, the second Charles and Mary Kusik Citizenshio Awa 

presented to William N. Ratcliff, who had served the town effectiu d 
many 
was 

capacities. The main theme of his remarks was that civility and r 

another had helped the people of Hicnmond to solve many problems thne 

the years, despite some initial disagreements. 

The Richmond Land Trust finds istelt serving as an informal clearinoh 

of property-related information circulating among many other townuse 

and resident families, and also in the bigger scene of Berkshiro ps 
regional developments, land use and environmental issues. It welcomes que 
tions, ideas and help from all who are interested, and especially encourages 
the commitment of membership from any persons in or out of Richmond who 
are concerned about preserving the town's best natural qualities. 

pectf 

B. CARTER WHITE, President 
TOM McCANN, Vice President 

ED SAWYER, Treasurer 
ANN LARKIN, Secretary 

REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD 

BUILDING LOTS 
The sub-division of land with public road frontage into building lots 

continued at a steady rate during 1993. Fourteen such plans were processed 
by the Planning Board. One plan was rejected by the Planning Board because 
it did not have adequate frontage on an approved town road. The first special 

permit for a common driveway was approved under the recently revised 
provisions of the Richmond zoning by-law. This situation was an effective 
application of this new by-law requirement. 

PLANNING 

Working with the Selectmen and the Zoning Board of Appeals, the ran ning Board has drafted zoning by-law revisions to simplify and clarity the 
provisions of the Richmond zoning by-law. After completing the appropra 
Public Hearing process these recommended by-law changes will be pu to a 
vote at a Town Meeting. 

JOHN HANSON, Chairman 
ANN LARKIN, Vice-Chairman 

MIRIAM KIMBALL, Clerk 

ROGER MANZOLINI 

JERRY MORRAY 
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