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Cemetery Superintendent-Stephen Parsons 

Clvll Defense Director-Thomas Grizey 
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Inspector of Buildings--Frank Green; alternate-Arthur Rawsoon 

Inspector of Oil BurnersWilliam Boos 

Inspector of Plumbing/Gas-Gregory Piling; aiternate-Ronald Paul 

Inspector or Wiring-Robert Jamross; aiternate-Charles Allessio 

Municipal Coordinator-Howard Storie 

Police Chief-Robert Barnes 

Chief Procurement-Bruce Garlow 

Superintendent of Dutch Elm-Gerald Coppola 

Superintendent of Gypsy Moth-Gerald Coppola 

Superintendet of Roads-Gerald Coppola 

Town Counsel--Sarah H. Bell 

Veteran's Agent-Paul MacDonald 
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Jerry Morray, Delegate 
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Hilton Boynton, 1992 

Holly Stover, 1994 

Historical Commission 
Leslie Clark, 1993 Willam Edwards, 1993 Allison Edwards, 1992 

Virginia Larkin, 1992 



an override of Proposition 2%. The Budget Advisory Committee, formed two vea 

by the Selectmen with representation by key financial officers and boards, devela 

this "consensus" budget over the winter and early spring and proved again thae 

cooperative budgeting process makes a better budget. 

Quarterly tax billing has brought the town a healthy cash flow and has almoas 

eliminated the need for short term borrowing. Compared to many other towns the 

same size, Richmond is well managed and financially sound. 

at a 

PIPELINES 
As with other recent years, the past year brought problems and solutions on 

pipeline matters. 
The Altresco Pipeline route, originally planned to parallel several town roads, was 

changed once to parallel existing Tennessee pipelines and then changed again to 

remove it from Richmond altogether. Nonetheless, the town will receive in excess of 

$100,000 from the company to help cover legal expenses and for other purposes. Some 

of the funds have already been used to purchase the new ambulance and other 

Altresco funds will be used for conservation purposes. The Selectmen wish to 

acknowledge both Altresco and Berkshire Gas Company for their cooperation. 

As expected, the Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company bagan the process to site an 

additional TGP pipeline in Richmond. The pipeline will be installed adjacent to the 

existing Tennessee right-of-way that enters the northwest corner of town and exits in 

the southeast corner of town. The pipeline, part of the company's Northeast Settlement 
Project, has been in the planning and federal permitting stages for several years, but 
the local permitting phase started just last year. Over the course of several weeks, and 
with the assistance of Special Town Counsel Jeff Bernstein, the Selectmen 

negotiated a settlement with Tennessee that guarantees the town will have the funds 

to properly monitor the planning and construction of the line. 

Any funds not expended on either pipeline project can be used for other purposes. 

TOWN VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT 
As a result of last year's Annual Town Meeting, we purchased a new dump truck 

for the Highway Department. At the Special Town Meeting in November, the town 

approved the purchase of a new ambulance to replace the old ambulance and this 
year's warrant includes articles for a new, small highway truck and a new fire truck. 
The Selectmen believe strongly that regular vehicle replacement can save the town 

considerable sums of money over the long term. 
At Town Hall, new computers have been purchased for the Assessors, Tax Collector 

and Clerk-Treasurer and these purchases have helped to streamline and improve our 
business operations. The computers will also help our town officers better serve the 
public, through simplified information retrieval that yields more comprehensive and 
useful data. 

NEW TOWN OFFICERS 
Several residents have become new town officers and others have relinquishea old posts in order to assume new ones. The Selectmen wish to acknowledge tne 

following officers as they complete their first year in office: 
Ruth Bass-Finance Committee 

Thomas Grizey-Civil Defense Director 
Andrew Hochberg-Zoning Board of Appeals 

Darlene Seckler-Board of Health 
Paul MacDonald-Veterans' Agent 

Virginia Larkin-Conservation 
Commission 

In addition, voters at this year's Annual Town Meeting will be asked to establis and approve funding for a new, temporary committee to study the town's resour 

8 



an override of Proposition 2%. The Budget Advisory Committee, formed two years ago 
by the Selectmen with representation by key financial officers and boards, developed 
this "consensus" budget over the winter and early spring and proved again that a 

cooperative budgeting process 
Quarterly tax billing has brought the town a healthy cash flow and has almost 

eliminated the need for short term borrowing. Compared to many other towns the 
same size, Richmond is well managed and financially sound. 

makes a better budget. 

PIPELINES 
As with other recent years, the past year brought problems and solutions on 

pipeline matters. 
The Altresco Pipeline route, originaly planned to parallel several town roads, was 

changed once to parallel existing Tennessee pipelines and then changed again to 
remove it from Richmond altogether. Nonetheless, the town will receive in excess of 

$100,000 from the company to help cover legal expenses and for other purposes. Some 
of the funds have already been used to purchase the new ambulance and other 

Altresco funds will be used for conservation purposes. The Selectmen wish to 

acknowledge both Altresco and Berkshire Gas Company for their cooperation. 
As expected, the Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company bagan the process to site an 

additional TGP pipeline in Richmond. The pipeline will be installed adjacent to the 

existing Tennessee right-of-way that enters the northwest corner of town and exits in 
the southeast corner of town. The pipeline, part of the company's Northeast Settlement 

Project, has been in the planning and federal permitting stages for several years, but 
the local permitting phase started just last year. Over the course of several weeks, and 

with the assistance of Special Town Counsel Jeff Bernstein, the Selectmen 

negotiated a settlement with Tennessee that guarantees the town will have the funds 
to properly monitor the planning and construction of the line. 

Any funds not expended on either pipeline project can be used for other purposes 

TOWN VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT 
As a result of last year's Annual Town Meeting, we purchased a new dump truck 

for the Highway Department. At the Special Town Meeting in November, the town 
approved the purchase of a new ambulance to replace the old ambulance and this 
year's warrant includes articles for a new, small highway truck and a new fire truck. 

The Selectmen believe strongly that regular vehicle replacement can save the town 
considerable sums of money over the long term. 

At Town Hall, new computers have been purchased for the Assessors, Tax Collector 

and Clerk-Treasurer and these purchases have helped to streamline and improve our 

business operations. The computers will also help our town officers better serve the 

public, through simplified information retrieval that yields more comprehensive and 
useful data. 

NEW TOWN OFFICERS 

Several residents have become new town officers and others have relinquished 
old posts in order to assume new ones. The Selectmen wish to acknowledge the 

following officers as they complete their first year in office: 

Ruth Bass-Finance Committee Darlene Seckler-Board of Health 
Thomas Grizey-Civil Defense Director 
Andrew Hochberg-Zoning Board of Appeals 

Paul MacDonald-Veterans' Agent 

Virginia Larkin-Conservation 
Commission 

In addition, voters at this year's Annual Town Meeting will be asked to establish 
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Uhe FIhance Committee and expert The Finance Gommntee and expen witn Computers th computers 
Carter has provided the town with many hours of computer consulting and programming All at no charge. 

Holly Stover-Conservation 
Commission Chairman and 

dogged advocate for the environ 
ment, Holly has spent hundreds 
of hours working on the pipeline 
projects and hundreds more 
hours working on other projects 
that help to safeguard the 
environmental interests that 

make Richmond a special place. 
Committee on Private 

Roads-through cooperation 
and hard work, they accepted 
the mandate of the Special Town 

Meeting in September and by 
November's meeting had 

developed recommendations 

that were approved nearly 

unanimously by the voters. 

This bridge at Ricbmond Shores was pbotograpbed 
during a tour of this area last year by the Committee 

0n Private Roads. Voters at a Special Town Meeting 
in November atproved a new bylaw that allows tbe 
town to make temporary repairs of private roads, 

contingent upon annual appropriations. 
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purchase of a new Fire Truck and that the appropriation be funded by authorizing the 
Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen, to borrow up to $185,000 under the 
authority of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 7, Clause 9 and to issue 
bonds or notes of the Town, therefore payable in accordance with the provisions of 

Chapter 44. (Approved by the Finance Committee) 

Article 18-To see if the Town will vote to transfer from the Tennessee Gas Pipeline 

Account the sum of $6,150 for temporary assistance for the Conservation Commission 

during the construction of the Tennessee Gas Pipeline in Fiscal Year 1993 only. 
(Approved by the Finance Committee) 

Article 19-To see if the Town will vote to establish a Richmond Resource Inventory 

Committee and to transfer from the Altresco Pipeline Account the sum of $8,000 
for the support of the committee. Said committee, to be appointed by the Board of 

Selectmen, shall inventory and evaluate the Town's resources and natural features, 

including. but not limited to aquifers, wetlands, recreation areas, woodland and 

agricultural resources, topography, historic sites, animal and plant habitats, 
geological and climatical features, sewage disposal systems, population, transporta-

tion and public safety routes, zoning and commercial interests. 

The committee shall have no more than twenty-three members and shall have as its 

membership one representative each from the following town boards and officers and 

community groups: Board of Selectmen; Planning Board; Board of Health; Board of 
Appeals; Conservation Commission; Board of Assessors; Recreation Committee; 
Historic Commission; School Committee; Fire Department; Civil Defense; Tree 

Warden; Agriculture; Seasonal Residents; Business; Richmond Land Trust; Richmond 
Civic Association; Richmond Shores Civic Association; Artisans and Tradespeople; 
Real Estate and the general public. 

The committee shall be advisory in nature and shall report its findings, along with 

any recommendations, to the Annual Town Meeting of May 24, 1993; however, 
notwithstanding the provisions of this article, the Selectmen may, at their discretion, 

grant an extension of this reporting requirement. (Approved by the Finance 

Committee) 

Article 20-To see if the Town wil vote to transfer from Chapter 33 of the Acts of 1991 
the sum of $86,575, said sum to be reimbursed from the State Highway Fund. Any 

unspent balance shall carry over from year to year until spent by the Town. (Approved 
by the Finance Committee) 

Article 21-To see if the Town will vote to transfer from Chapter 131 Section 40, the 
State Wetlands Protection Act, the sum of $1,070 for consulting assistance for the 

Conservation Commission, said sum to be reimbursed from Wetland Filing Fees
provided under the Act. (Approved by the Finance Committee) 

Article 22-To see if the Town will vote to establish an Administrative Needs Study 

Committee to study and evaluate the administrative and clerical needs of the various 
town officers and boards. Said committee, to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen, 

shall have no more than nine members and shall have as its membership 
one representative each from the following town boards and officers and the 

community: Board of Selectmen; Finance Committee; Board of Health; Conservation 
Commission; Planning Board; Board of Assessors; Town Clerk-Treasurer, Tax 
Collector, and an individual who is not a town officer. 

The committee shall be advisory in nature and shall report its findings, along with 
any recommendations, to the Selectmen on or before December 31, 1992; however, 
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$1,448,472.35 Total Payments Plus Cash on Hand 12/31/91 

RESERVES AND BALANCES 

95,094.00 Free Cash 7/1/91 

21,258.14 Conservation Commission Fund 

Samuel Gates Charity Fund 

Principal 
Interest 

1,500.00 
1,605.75 
3,105.75 
500.00 To Community Health 2,605.75 

Stabilization Fund 35,544.56 
Pension Libability Fund 

10,653.69 

Cemeteries-Sale of Lots 17.06 

Perpetual Care 14,350.00 

Perpetual Care Income 
823.26 

Wheeler Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Principal (including gifts) 
Interest 1,350.00 

56.74 1,406.74 

Sarah MacDonald Scholarship Fund 
Principal (including gifts) 
Interest 5,100.00 

181.50 5,281.50 

REPORT OF THE TAX COLLECTOR 

Fiscal 1991 

Out 
standing Debits Credits Balance 

1986 Boat Excise 
Outstanding 7/1/90 
Payment 7/1/90-6/30/91 
Outstanding 7/1/91 

53.00 

53.00 
1987 Boat Excise 

Outstanding 7/1/90 
Payment 7/1/90-6/30/91 
Outstanding 7/1/91 

113.00 

113.00 

1988 Boat Excise 
Outstanding 7/1/90 
Payment 7/1/90-6/30/91 
Outstanding 7/1/91 

263.00 

O 
263.00 
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REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMIsSION 
In 1991-1992 the Conservation Commission had to increase the frequency of its meetings and site visits. Four hearing sessions alone were conducted for Tennessee Cas Pipleline and that culminated In Our issuance of a comprehensive Order of Conditions for the company to installa 36 inch gas transmission pipeline, with construction expected to begin this summer. We were most fortunate to be able to hire a special legal consultant, Jeff Bernstein, and a professional wetland consultant, Ingeborg Hegemann to assist us with Tennessee's review, site visits and in writing the 

Order of Conditions. Fortunately, consultant monies were available from the town's pipeline fund, because without having a local wetland by-law, the commission is 
unable to require proponents of such extensive projects to bear the costs for indepen- dent consultants. 

To our delight, after arduously working since 1988 to protect Richmond's natural 
resources from the blight of a gas transmission pipeline over our scenic roads, the 
Berkshire Gas Company pipeline to serve the Altresco cogeneration plant was 

rerouted with the unanimous approval of members of the Mayor's (Pittsfield) Task 

Force, on which Bruce Garlow, Lori Jarrett (ex-Board of Selectmen) and I served. Final 

plans for that pipeline have eliminated the need for any construction in Richmond. 

Everyone turns out a winner! Berkshire Gas/Altresco will save several million dollars 

by building a pipeline almost half as long as was originally proposed. In Pittsfield the 

more overland route centers the pipeline away from most high density areas. And, of 

great importance to us, Richmond will not be host to a pipeline it doesn't want, yet 
benefits from financial payments made in a contractural agreement with the 

companies. 
On another note, the commission was disappointed with the narrow defeat of the 

local wetland by-law that we had put before the voters last fall. Since that time the 

commission has devoted energy toward public awareness through the Congregational 
Church Newsletter. At the time of this printing we hope to have ready a stream-lined 

version of that by-law for your approval at the annual town meeting. 
In the fiscal 93 commission budget proposal we have requested eight hours per 

week of assistance. The commission has growing needs for a resource person with 

writing skills, a coordinator and person to follow up projects. Four years ago the 

commission researched the possibility of sharing a conservation administrator with 
several neighboring towns. Because at that time the town was so in need of an 

Administrative Assistant to the Selectmen, the commission, at the latter's request, 
withdrew its proposal. At the time it was also thought that an administrative assistant 

WOuld be able to provide time to assist other boards and the commission. That was 

unrealistic optimism on our part given the amount of work of the Board of Selectmen 

alone and given the limited hours of an administrator shared with another town. 

he commission expects 1992-1993 to be busy with the need for close monitoring 

ennessee's construction. We expect to be doing a great deal of field work related 

O that project. And, we sense that it will be an exciting year as our town embarks on a 

nprenensive open space study that will include many conservation matters. This 

De a time when everyone will have the opportunity and be encouraged to 

ontribute to Richmond's study and ultimately to plans that will direct Richmond's 

future. 
HOLLY H. STOVER 

Chairman 
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cOMMUNITY HEALTH ASSOCIATION REPORT 

When people think of the Community Health Association they picture nure 

caring for sick people in their homes. Fortunately, while home nursina ie 
important, relatively few familles need it in any given year. Many more peonle hy 
from our other activities, which are directed at preventing disease and detaet. 

medical conditions early when they are most easily treated. 

Nationwide, the death rate from strokes and heart attacks has fallen dramaticallu 

in recent years, due largely to early detection and effective treatment of high lood 

pressure. A large number of people in both towns participate in our blood pressure 

clinics, where we provide early detection and close monitoring of treatment. 

Preventative services include immunizations for children in the schools and for 

adults as the need arises. We hold special clinics for flu shots. These clinics are held 

late in the Fall because protection wears off before the end of the flu season if the 
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vaccine is given too early. 
We offer dental cleanings for children once a year at a very low charge, and notify 

parents if we find any dental condition needing treatment. All children with parental 

permission participate in a weekly supervised flouride "swish" program. The resuit is 

that our children have very few cavities. A number of dentists give talks to the third 

graders about dental health. This seems to be the perfect age for these talks. The 

children love them. 
Other programs aimed at prevention and early detection include the well child 

conferences conducted in West Stockbridge by Dr. Richard Rosenfeld, and in 

Richmond by Dr. Michael Fabrizio. We are especially grateful to these two fine 

pediatricians for the hours they devote to these conferences. Also, we conduct 

screenings in the schools to detect early problems in hearing, vision, and posture. 

Our nurses make health promotion visits to adults in their homes to identify 

difficulties they may be having in coping with diseases or infirmities. If you know 

anyone who might benefit from such a visit, please let us know. 

Finally, we will hold our biannual Health Fair at the West Stockbridge School on 

the first Saturday morning after Labor Day. We hope to see you there. All sorts of 

examinations, tests and information are available. There is NO charge. 
We are proud of our skilled, devoted staff and of the services they provide. We are 

grateful for the hours our volunteers give to help us, and for the generous support of 

the people of Richmond and West Stockbridge. 

THOMASS. MORSE, M.D. 

President 

REPORT OF THE LAND TRUST 

This was a busy and successful year for the Richmond Land Trust. Undoubtediy 

the most exciting news was the Historic and Conservation Restriction which was placeu 

on the remains of the Richmond Iron Works furnace on the former Hoogs propery 
Richmond Land Trust is the holder of this restriction and hopes to work together W 
the Historical Commission, the new Richmond Historical Society and the new Ow 

Robbie Baer, to preserve this significant area for future generations. 
In other land transactions, Tom and Lois Anderson donated a ten acre pIo 

Colonial Acres and J. Schlotterer deeded a 8 acre parcel on Summit Road. 

The annual auction, on August 17, given in conjunction with the Richmond 
Association provided an entertaining afternoon for those attending and rea4 
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$8.500 for the Richmond Land Trust. Auctioneer Ed Sawyer, as always provided us 
with (light) humor. Alice Vosburgh and Helen Kingsley did a wondertul job on the food 

concession, and the hard working donations committee never quit until all attics were 
searched and cellars explored. 

Weather for the town picnic, on October 10, had the committee biting its nails but 

the sun broke through exactly at the appointed hour and plans went ahead as scheduled 

except for an unprededented drain on the supply of hot coffee. The Mellen Farm on 
Dublin Road was a wonderful site and Elmer's bluebird project display was a unique 

point of interest. Games for both children and adults were new this year and added 
much to the frivolity as well as being a good source of warmth. 

New members added to the board this year include John Mason, Elmer Mellen 
and Bill Sexton. 

Officers are as follows: 

CARTER WHITE 

President 
TOM MCCANN 
Vice President 

ED SAWYER 

Treasurer 

ANN LARKIN 

Secretary 

REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD 

Zoning 
At the Annual Town Meeting on April 29, 1991 the voters approved changes to the 

Zoning By-law dealing with permitted accessory uses. Two changes were approved. 

The first clarified the present by-law dealing with the storage of commercial vehicles 

and clarified regulation of artisans operating out of their residential premises. The 

second change established regulations for the construction and use of common 

driveways. 
Scenic Roads 

In conjunction with the Tree Warden the Planning Board approved the cutting of a 

limited number of trees along the public ways to allow the construction of the 

Tennessee Gas Pipeline. 

Planning 

The Planning Board assisted the Selectmen in establishing a Richmond Resource 

Inventory Committee. The purpose of this committee is to study the current uses of 

and in Richmond and determine the future uses by surveying the town population. 

The Richmond Resource Inventory Committee will be asked to report its recommenda 

Tions. We encourage each member of the town to support this valuable study 

Committee. 

JOHN HANSON 

Chairman 
ANN M. LARKIN 

Vice Chairman 

MIRIAM A. KIMBALL 

Clerk 

ROGER MANZOLINI 

K. JERRY MORRAY 
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