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Cover Photos:

The Richmond store and post office have served as a focal point for the community for many years. Photo 1 shows the building as it was in the early 1900's. By the 1920's, Stead, Wheeler & Co. had yieldedto Kiltz & Wheeler, but in 1939 the building burned down. It was rebuilt in 1941 as Nation-Wide Service Groceries, part of a chain of grocery stores. Photo 4 shows the building as it looks going into the 1990's - still a general store and post office. 

RICHMOND TOWN HALL 

698-3355 

Town Clerk/Treasurer - Helen Kingsley 
Tues. through Sat., 9:00 a.m. -- Noon 

Tax Collector -- Cornelia F. Lamke 

Tues., Thurs., & Sat. 9:00 a.m. - Noon 

Clerk to Town Officers - Cornelia F. Lamke 
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. -- Noon 

Board of Selectmen 
1st, 2nd, 4th Wednesday- 7:30 p.m. 

Administrative Assistant -- Bruce Garlow 

Wednesday-- 11:00 a.m. 9:00 p.m. 
Thursday - 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Friday -- 2:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m. 

Board of Assessors 
Wednesday - 7:00 p.m. -- 9:00 p.m. 

Board of Health 
1st Tuesday- 7:30 p.m. 

Planning Board 
2nd Monday - 7:30 p.m. 

Recreatlon Commlttee 
2nd& 4th Wednesdays - 7:30 p.m. 



Clerk of Town Officers/ 
Assistant Town Clerk/Treasurer -- Cornelia F. Lamke 

Custodian of Tax Title Property Helen Kingsley

Custodlan of Town Hall - Robert Kingsley

Deputy Constables -- Harold Kingsley (deceased), Leon Smith, Howard Storie, David 

Morison, Gerald Coppola, Marguerite J. Rawson, Lori Jarret, Charles Morse, Francis Malnati 

Dog Officer - David w. Morrison 

Field Drivers - John Foster, Stanley Iwanowicz 

Fire Chief - Charles Morse 

Hazardous Waste Co-Cordinator - David W. Morrison 

Inspector of Animals - Leslie Clark 

Inspector of Buildings - Frank Green; Alternate - Arthur Rawson 

inspector of Oll Burners - William Booss 

Inspector of Plumblng/Gas - Gregory Pilling; alternate -- Ronald Paul 

Inspector of Wiring- Robert Jamross; alternate - Charles Allessio

Municipal Co-Ordinator - Howard Storie 

Police Chief - Joseph Sinico (deceased), David W. Morrison 

Purchasing Agent - Marguerite J. Rawson 

Superintendent of Duteh Elm - Gerald Coppola 

Superintendent of Gypsy Moth - Gerald Coppola 

Superintendent of Roads - Gerald Coppola 

Town Counsel - Sarah H. Bell 

Veteran's Agent - Lewis Mellen 

Berkshire County Reglonal Planning Commisslon 

Jery Moray, Delegate Lori Jarett, Altemate 

Board of Appeals 

Elmer Mellen, 1991 
Anthony Abate, 1971 

Anne Stout, 1991 Joan Chapman, 1990 

Conservatlon Commission 
Dick L. Boyce, 1990 
Margaretta Keith, 1990 

Veiliette 

Holly Stover, 1991 Christopher May, 1991 
Philip Foster, 1992 

Hilton Boynton, 1992Rona 1992 

Historlcal Commlssion 
Leslie Clark, 1991 
Katharine Annin, 1990 

William Ecwards, 1991 Allison Edwards, 1990 
Virginia Larkin, 1990 

Recreatlon Commlttee 
Roger Manzolini, Chairman 
Richard Bell 

John Putzu Nancy Foster 

Lifeguard-- Kelly Walsh 



REPORT OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

The past year continued to bring change to the Town, as we battled the proposed 

location of a high pressure natural gas pipeline along town roads, refined our budget process 
and grappled with financial problems. Below are some of the issues the Town faced in the 
past twelve months and an update on community developments that shaped our Town as 
we move into the 1990's. 

Berkshire Gas/Altresco Pipeline 

Town officers continued their fight against the placement of a new natural gas pipeline 
that will serve the Altresco cogeneration plant in Pittsfield. In the Spring the Town became 
an official intervenor in the case before the state Energy Facilities Siting Council, the 
regulatory agency charged with approving the siting of new energy facilities. Working with 
Jeffrey M. Bernstein as special town counsel and Sarah Bell, town counsel, town officers 
developed a strategy to engage the two companies at each regulatory agency and prepared 
five town officers to testify on various aspects of the proposed pipeline. 

Selectman David W. Morrison, also a member of the fire department and hazardous 
response coordinator, testified that the preferred route offered by the companies - Dublin, 

Sleepy Hollow, East and Swamp Roads 
residents, as the route would provide few opportunities for evacuation in case of pipeline 
accident. Planning Board Chairman K. Jerry Morray pointed out how the companies were 
attempting to bypass local boards and committees by applying to certain state agencies for 
permits ordinarily issue 
testified that the use of the preferred route would impact on many of the Town's scenic trees 
and Board of Health Chairman Thomas Sherer testified on the impact of pipeline 
construction on wells and septic systems. Conservation Commission Chairman Hlly Stover 
served as the Town's spokesperson on general environmental issues and the impact the 
route would have on wetlands. 

Richmond officers found themselves testifying against paid company consultants, but 
the Town's case was strong and its witnesses used their superior knowledge of the Town to 
great advantage during the proceedings before the sitting council. In spite of the strength of 
the testimony of town witnesses, the EFSC approved the preferred route. Town officers 
vowed to appeal the decision to the state Supreme Judicial Court, the state's highest court, 
but also decided that such an important decision needed input from town meeting voters. At 
a special town meeting on April 11, voters overwhelmingly approved such an appeal and 
press reports stated the standing ovation given to officials fighting the pipeline lasted longer 
than the town meeting itself. 

A few days later, Attorney Bernstein filed the appeal, but the EFSC proceeding was not 
the only regulatory agency involved in the siting of the pipeline. The state Department of 
Environmental Protection upheld an earlier decision of the conservation commission and, at 
this writing, actions are still pending before the state Department of Public Utlities and 
several other state, federal and local bodies. In spite of the EFSC decision, the combination 
of actions before these other bodies convinced the companies that their best chance to 
construct a pipeline within their timetable was to cooperate with Richmond and Pittsfield 
officials. In May of 1990 the companies decided to work with these officials to find a route that 
was safer, more environmentally sound and more acceptable to the officials and the 
residents in the two communities through which the pipeline will pass. By intervening in the 

siting council case and by confronting the companies at each regulatory opportunity, the 
Town prevented the construction of the pipeline along a route that was clearly inferior and 
forced the companies to cooperate on finding a better route, one with less impact on public 

safety and the environment. 
This battle has required the expenditure of great amounts of volunteer time by town 

officers and both town counsels and, to date, town meeting voters have approved the 
appropriation of $10,000 toward legal fees. More than $10,000 has been raised private 
under the direction of the Richmond Civic Association, and the fundraising effort for the Su 
appeal began with a donation of $5,000o by Phil and Lucy Foster of Summit Road, Private 
fundraising continues, with several events planned for this summer, as the Town works 
pay off as much of the legal bill as possible. Fortunately, Attorneys Bernstein and 
believe the cause is more important than their legal fees and much of their work on this ca5e 

has been provided free of charge to the Town or at dramatically discounted rates. FOr tnis, 

the Selectmen and all town officers will be forever grateful. 

would present many problems for the safetyy of 

by local authorities. Conservation Commission Member Dick Boyce 



There are never guarantees of winning such a complex and difficult case and town 
officers are realistic in their expectations of a successful outcome. Nonetheless, the Town 
squarely confronted this threat to its integrity and proved to all other Berkshire communities, 
and to itself, that through hard work and perseverance local residents and officials can dictate 
their own futures and not be steamrolled by outs 
but in the profits that our community can generate through the misuse of its resources. 

forces inter sted not in the community, 

TOWN HALL 

People Battle the Pipeline 
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Article 31 To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting. 

A vote of thanks was given Larry Fairfield for his many years as Chairman of the Finance 
Committee. Mr. Fairfield will remain on the Finance Committee but declined to be Chaiman. 

Smiling faces dominated the April 11 special town meeting, as voters overwhelmingly 
supported an appeal to the state supreme judicial court of an adverse siting council 
decision. Shown in photos are (above) Roger Manzolini and Jerry Coppola and (below) 
Marion and Jeff Grant, Holly Stover, Priscilla and Dick Boyce, and Jerry Morray. 
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ZONING OFFICER REPORT 

This is the first report of the Zoning Enforcement Officer and having only been on the 

iob since November not a whole lot has happened. Mainly if was to get organized and 

address a variety of zoning issues. 

The Building Inspector and I revised the building permit form and procedure in order to 

supply more information to the Assessors and involve other Town Boards if necessary, such 

as the Conservation Commission. The Board of Health, Building Inspector and Zoning 

Officer all must sign the building permit application before issued. 

The intent of this position is to review all uses of land, as they are presented, for 

compliance to the Richmond Zoning By-Laws. This is what I plan to do as well as address 

complaints of present violations. I also will be attending the Planning Board meetings in order 

to be current on zoning matters and discuss any zoning issues that may come up. 
I am sure we can all work together during the year so that Richmond will remain the 

enjoyable and desirable town that it is. 

KEN TAYLOR 

REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

As we begin the decade of the nineties the Conservation Commission continues to 
pursue its goal of promoting public awareness of the need for protecting wetlands and 
preserving open space and natural features that contribute to Richmond's special rural 
character. 

The 1980s witnessed substantial growth as measured by the increased numbers of 
requests that were submitted for wetland Determinations and Notices of Intent. The 
increased activities of the Commission placed its members in close consort with other 
Boards, in combined efforts to assist Towns persons to attain goals while safe guarding the 
interests of the Wetland Protection Act. 

The Commission recognizes the need for the Town to adopt some local wetland bylaws 
that are more specific than the State regulations, bylaws that will soon be submitted for 
ratification at a Town meeting. In addition, we recognize the need to afford protection for 
other sensitive areas, especially those of our steep mountain slopes. This year the 
Commission will back a proposal for the Town to adopt the Scenic Mountain Act. 

FTling procedures continue to confuse, especially those persons fling for the first time. 
the Commission has tried to outline the steps and to provide information on wetlands, by having materials made available at the Town Hal. 

The State has again altered its wetland filing forms, and has set up friling fees for Notices 
of Intent. Half of the fees will now be placed in a special Town account for appropriation and 
Use for local commissions. In time, these fees should be sufficient to enable commissions to 
engage the service of professional consultants. 

The Commission welcomed a new member appointed by the Board of Selectmen to 
serve, Terry Plantier. Terry comes 
wetland ldentification. At the same time, Margaretta Keith, one of the Commission's 
dedicated charter members, resigned her position and will be greatly missed. 

Several projects begun in the past continue to have Conservation involvement, in an 
ongoing effort to protect water quality. Development impact at Richmond Pond continues too concern and involve the Commission. And to be sure, the Commission's most extensive 
involvement has been with the high pressure gas pipeline proposal by Berkshire Gas 
Company. The company wishes to construct a sales meter station in a butter zone, an access road in a wetand on Dublin Road anda 500 psi gas main along our country lanes. These WOuld supply the Altresco cogeneration plant being built in Pittsfield. Two members of the ommission joined with other Town officials and testified before the State Energy Facilities Tung Council, in an unprecedented round of hearings, in order to describe the impact that une project could have on trees, wetlands and ground water supplies along our public right of way. The Commission and other Towns persons know that the environmental impact could De substantial and the aesthetic changes most damaging he Conservation Commission appreciates the tremendous support it has received rom Bruce Garlow, other Town Boards and from the Town citizens in our continued quest to see that the Town's environmental assets are protected. 

us with special expertise in the field of biology and 

HOLLY H. STOVER 
Chairman 
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Fires must be free-burning with as littie smoke as possible, complaints may recilt . 
extinguishing of the fire, the revocation of the permit and the refusal by the Fire n the to issue future burning permits. Department 

TOWN BoUNDARIES 

During the Fall of 1989, a special committee inspected boundary marks between 
Richmond and contiguous Massachusetts and New York towns. Each mark was cleared of 
brush, inspected and stenciled on the Richmond side with the date 1989 in orange paint This completes Massachusetts General Law Chapter 42 requirements for quadrennial inspection and marking of town corner marks. 

Assisting John Manners in this project were Woolson Doane, Robert Manners, Arthur 
Nesbit, Luke Turbeville and John Mason. 

THE RICHMOND LAND TRUST The First Year 
One year ago February, a group of seven Richmond residents met to discuss their 

mutual interests in the future growth of the town and to share their concerns about preserving the open spaces and the rural character of our area, which has long been unique 
in Massachusetts. 

With the help of George Wislocki, Director of the Berkshire Natural Resources Council, 
and guidance from the Land Trusts in both Monterey and Stockbridge, we took our first 
tentative steps toward becoming an organization. We sent representatives to town committee meetings and civic groups, stating our purpose and asking for members, suggestions and support. We worked wit and the Civic Association on the Berkshire Gas pipeline route, an issue which has deep significance for both the citizens and landscape of the town. We have conducted a vigorous, perhaps strenuous campaign to solicit new members having conducted three social events this year; a cocktail party, a musicale - brunch and a town-wide free barbecue. for help with these and for continued guidance and support, we 
are indebted to George Wislocki, Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Morse, The Richmond Performance Series, The Richmond Congregational Church, the local merchants and the civic leaders and our enthusiastic residents. 

town officials 

We can now claim a membership of 186 families out of 600 and a treasury of 47 thousand dollars, over half way toward our goal of 80 thousand dollars. Our incorporation in the Commonwealth has been secured, our first set of by-laws have been adopted and we are now filing for IRS tax free status. We have become part of the Berkshire Land Trust Alliance and, as such, have contributed articles to each of the issues of "Berkshire Green", the new publication of this organization. 
We have been contacted by six town residents to facilitate in land transactions which we hope will ultimately lead to preservation of open land of various parts of town. The Richmond Land frust has been supportive of efforts related to our purpose at home and throughour Berkshire County. Our members participated in a local pancake breakfast to raise money ror tne pipeline lawyers and were represented at the Berkshire Regional Food and Land day in Gt. Barrington. Our president has been appointed a member of the Berkshire County ana Use Commission and we have acted in an advisory capacity to citizens groups in est Stockbridge, Gt. Barrington, Alford and Sheffield who are in various stages of estabiisning their own land trusts. 

What of our plans for 1990? We have started to collect photos of the town to be abe aemonstrate that the town has not changed radically over time (and that we can help an Sure hat it does not in the future). If we are successful in this endeaver we hope to D to publish the collection in the form of a pictorial history. 

Asy we will earnestly concentrate on formalizing our educational information progran ne RLI board feels that its strongest role should be in this area; informing people o va 
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ootions for land use, offering legal services when needed, and helping townspeople to become aware of the alternaives choices that are available to them regarding the use and long term care of their land. 

This has been a significant year for the town of Richmond. It has marked the beginning of an expanded union comprising cIViC and private entities, between full and part-time residents, between young and old, between people of considerable means and people with less, all joining together because of their love of the land and an appreciation of its fragile quality and its destiny. 

B. CARTER WHITE 
President 

BERKSHIRE COUNTY MOSQUITO CONTROL PROJECT 

The 1989 mosquito season was one of the worst mosquito years in recent memory. After a dry April, heavy rains came in late May, which produced a record amount of "spring9 brood" mosquitos. These adults plagued the county till the end of July. The month of June 
was also very wet which resulted in a vast amount of re-flood mosquitos, aedes vexans, which along with the 'spring brood" annoyed and tormented every resident of Berkshire 
County. August was fairly dry and had no major hatch of mosquitos. By the middle of the 
month the Project's calls for assistance dropped sharply, after answering a record amount of 
calls for June and July. As most people know the summer of 1989 will long be remembered 
as a wet and mosquito infested summer. 

We wish to thank you for your continued support and we sincerely hope that you will 
continue to employ, in the future, recognized experts who are properly trained and state 
overseed to do your mosquito control work. This service improves the health and comfort of 
your citizens and their animals at a minimal cost to them. 

Crews made 22 trips to Richmond checking and spraying for adult and larval mosquitos They spent 109 man hours checking and spraying 5,540.8 acres for adult and iarval 
mosquitos. The crews also responded to 30 calls for assistance. 

The crews also used truck mounted U.L.V. (ULTRA LOW VOLUME) fogging machines 
to treat 144.1 miles of streets, highways, camps, parks and ball fields, using Scourge SEP 
1382 for adult mosquitos. 

JAMES T. JURGENSON 

Superinten dent 
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