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COVER: Photos on cover and two others in this book were taken by Richmond 
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Deputy Constables- Francis Bartlett, Douglas Chapman, John Curley, Steven 

Foster, Raymond Hastedt, Richard Knight, Lewis Melen, Frank Rawson, Gene 

Silvagni, William Silvernail, Donald Traver 

Dog Officer Nancy Foster 

Field Drivers- John Foster, Clarence North, Stanley Iwanowicz 

Fire Chief- James Swain 

Hazardous Waste Co-Ordinator- Joseph Sinico 

Inspector of Animals- Leslie Clark 

Inspector of Buildings- Frank Green; Alternate, Arthur Rawson 

Inspector of Oil Burners Ronald Paul; Alternate, Thomas Lahey 

Inspector of Plumbing- Thomas Lahey; Alternate, Ronald Paul 

Inspector of Wiring Robert Jamross; Alternate, Charles Allessio 

Police Chief-Joseph Sinico 

Purchasing Agent- Lewis Mellen 

Superintendent of Dutch Elm - Henry Lamke 

Superintendent of Gypsy Moth-Henry Lamke 

Superintendent of Roads Henry Lamke 

Town Counsel - Sarah H. Bell 

Veteran's Agent Lewis Mellen 

Berkshire County Regional Planning Commission 

Jerry Morray, Delegate 
Robert Kimball, Alternate 

Board of Appeals 

Marylyn Ratcliff, 1987 

Leslie Clark, 1985 

Elmer Mellen, 1986 

Associate Members 

Angelo Balestro 

Donald Vosburgh 

Conservation Commission 

Dick L. Boyce, 1987 

Margaretta Keith, 1987 

Jeffrey Morse, 1987 

George Denny, 1985 

Arthur Nesbit, 1985 

John Hurt, 1986 

John Manners, 1985 

Historical Commission 

Leslie Clark, 1985 

Katharine Annin, 1986 

William Edwards, 1985 
Allison Edwards, 1985 

Recreation Committee 

Nancy Foster Donald Fyfe 
Robert Barnes 

Elmer Mellen 
Frank Abreau 

Joseph Harrington 
Leo Smith, Jr. 

Gene Silvagni 
Sandy Porter 

Steven Foster 
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Receipts 

$ 10,022.00 
2,587.89 

U.S. Government 

12,609.89 Interest 

$ 56,352.80 Total Receipts plus Cash Balance 

Payments 

$ 10,000.00 Purchase of Truck 

Fire Department Radios 

Community Health 
2,055.00 
4,587.50 16,642.50 

24.8 Cash on Hand Checkbook 

MMDT 39,685.48 39,710.30 
Total Payments plus Cash on Hand $56,352.80 

RESERVES AND BALANCES 

Free Cash 7/1/84 $ 28,072.00 

Conservation Commission Fund 13,502.24 

Samuel Gates Charity Fund 

Principal $ 1,500.00 
1,125.91 Interest 2,625.91 

Wheeler Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Principal 1,100.00 
Interest 93.46 1,193.46 

Stabilization Fund 
Balance 12/31/83 56,520.69 
1984 Appropriation 

1985 Appropriation 
33,000.00 
10,000.00 

9,543.15 Interest 109,063.84 

Pension Fund 
1,051.58 

Cemeteries Sale of Lots 
1,767.06 

Cemeteries Perpetual Care 6,075.00 

Cemeteries-Perpetual Care Fund consists of monies paid for perpetual care or 
cemetery lots and trust funds left for this purpose. The money is invested and the 
interest used for upkeep of the cemeteries. The folowing is a list of contributions to this fund: 

$100.00 Left by Harriet Pierson in 1876, income to be used for care of Pierson los 
in Center Cemetery. 

100.00 Left by Mary Branch in 1878, income to be used for care of North Eas Cemetery 
175.00 Left by William J. Bartlett in 1895, income to be used for care ot Baluc lots and general care of Center Cemetery. 100.00 Left by De Etta Hatch in 1927, income to be used for care of grave Daniel and Hannah, John N. and Hannah Hatch and Ann Gunnell

Center Cemetery. 
300.00 Left by Lucy G. Gibson in 1943, income to be used for care of Luce io tin 

Center Cemetery. 
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 

The Conservation Commission has continued its routine support to the Board 

of Selectmen and maintained active communications with the Planning Board on 
various subjects. We have provided several wetland opinions to town officials and 

private individuals as requested; all identified activities were not considered to be 

"significant" in effort. 
We will have completed, by annual meeting time, the state requirement for each 

town to inspect its boundary marks every five years. Unfortunately, the cycle 

slipped to six years this period due to poor weather and lack of available 
manpower; the report years will read 1973, 1978, and 1984. It is anticipated that 

the same 3 marks on the state line (1 missing, 1 broken, 1 disturbed) will have had 

no state action since reported in 1973. 

Our major interest and effort continues to be related to Richmond Pond for both 

state and local issues. Three activities are paramount 
1. The demise of the five-year state-supported pond improvement program 

after the first two years of project effort at least left the funding on the positive side 

more income than outgo). The Town joined the county-wide effort sponsored by 
the Regional Planning Commission to obtain a regional lakes study under the new 

Clean Lakes Act. However, the State avoided a direct acceptance of the 

application and an independent reapplication was submitted for Richmond Pond 
last October. We supplied data from the previous program to reduce the study 

effort (and cost) required by the Clean Lakes Act. The response date by the State 
has passed (15 January) and no formal reply has been passed to the Conservation 

Commission. The Town's share for the study effort would be 30 percent the 
implementation effort would be 25 percent for the agreed-upon project. We have 
been informally advised that Richmond Pond is one of three approved for study in 
1985, if Town support is provided. This support could have a significant effect on 
the next subject. 

2. The prospect of rezoning land in Pittsfield bordering on Richmond Pond and 

the prospect of cluster housing on a large tract of land could adversely affect the 

already negative environmental status of Richmond Pond. It is probably im-
Possible, on an analytic basis, to positively state what the pond's balance would 
be if sucha development occurred. However, if the study above were undertaken 
we might expect that nothing else could happen until the study was completed 

and supportive data made available. 

3. The Women's Club of Pittsfield property on the east side of Richmond Pond 

has been for sale for some time. Per Selectmen's request, we have investigated 
funding support, availability of the shore portion onily, etc., and have provided 

them with a status of options some time ago. In summary: 

a) The owners prefer to sell the land first to the Town of Richmond; the shore 

portion would be available by itself. 

b) Funding is available for 80 percent (most probable) of the purchase price 

for the Town of Richmond to acquire public land. This would require a 2/3 vote 

of approval to accept this funding and the land would be public with 
reasonable local controls of access, use, fees, etc. This acceptance criteria

should not be considered a detriment for the town; there are many other public 

lands in Berkshire County that have not been overwhel med by out-of-town use 

under the same regulations. 

c) A large portion of the Conservation Land Fund (built up slowly over many 

years) may be directed to support the Town's 20 percent of the purchase price 
and minimize the cost in this year's budget. Obviously, approval would be 

contingent on receipt of the 80 percent from other sources. 

The Conservation Commission has regularly scheduled meetings open to the 
public bimonthly on the third Wednesday (except July-August). We are presently
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at full membership with good support whenever required for our activities. Your 

participation and support are always welcome. 

JOHN R. MANNERs 

Chairman 

REPORT OF THE RECREATION COMMITTEE 

The Town Beach 

It was another good summer for the Richmond Town Beach. The only real 
problem was the three-wheelers riding on the grass and up and down the road. 

It was our fourth year with Jessica Spatz as lifeguard and swimming teacher. 

Lessons were held in the afternoon. This year 50 Red Cross swimming certificates 

were issued, as well as eight basic rescue and water safety certificates and four 
advance lifesaving certificates. 

thank the Constables and Deputy Constables for checking cars on weekends 
and also Road Superintendent Henry Lamke and his crew for their help. 

The beach will be open seven days a week again this summer, with a guard on 
duty all seven days. We are still working on installing a large swing set. 

The beach is open to Richmond residents only, and we will continue to check 
cars for stickers. 

NANCY FOSTER 
Co-chairman 

Other Games 

Other activities I have directed include volleybal, exercises, Fun Night and 
T-Ball basebal. 

Adult volleyball is played every Tuesday night from 7 to 9 p.m. About 12 players
have been playing since September. Everyone high school age or olderis 
welcome to play. 

Exercise class is held Monday and Thursday evenings from 7 to 8 p.m. About 14 
women have been participating since September. 

Fun Night is for kids pre-school through second grade. We play all kinds of 
games that involve all the motor functions of the body. We average 25-30 kids 
every Friday night 6:30-8 p.m. 

T-Ball baseballis for kids 5-8 years old. We averaged 20-25 players every Friday 
night at the Richmond School. Hope the field will be drier this summer so we may 
get started before the end of May. 

Please feel free to stop at the school and join in the activities. No pre- 
registration is required. 

NANCY FOSTER 
Baseball and Basketball 

The Richmond Cubs A-Team finished the season with a record of 14 wins and 2 

losses, winning the 1984 Tri-county Championship. The players were coached by 
Frank Abreau, assisted by Gene Silvagni. Trophies were awarded at a pizza party 

at the end of the season. Once again many thanks to Larry Gordon, who umpired 

all our home games. 
The Richmond Cubs, one of the Little League's B-Teams, finished the 1984 

season in first place. Fifteen boys made up the team, coached by Peter Stodden 

with help from John Harrington, John Mason and Bill Kirby. Money was raised 

through sponsors to provide new uniforms for the boys. Trophies were given at a 

pizza party at the end of the season. 
The Reds consisted of 15 boys coached by David Armstrong. Jed Smith and 

Bob Barnes, with help from Jerry O'Neil, Gene Silvagni and Charles Sanzone. 
A special thanks to David Armstrong tor umpiring behind the pitcher's mound 
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