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ON THE COVER: RICHMOND AS MAPPED IN 1795 

Written across the top of the original map is the explanation presented below 
with description of the main features of the town. Much of the road network shown 

was later altered to avoid steep hills and swamps. (Map on ftile in Central Berkshire 
Registry of Deeds.)

A plan of the Town of Richmond in the County of Berkshire made by the 

Selectmen of said Town pursuant to a resolution by the Central Court of the 18th 
of June 1794. The North line was surveyed by Mr. Azariah Root of Pittsfield in 

November Past. The East line by Eldad Lewis Esq. and the South Line against 
Stockbridge by Mr. Hopkins & against West Stockbridge by the Selectmen of said 
Towns and the West line by the Selectmen of Richmond also in said November. 
We have laid down all the Roads which are represented by the black lines and 

those of principal use are distinguished by the dotted lines. The pale lines

represent the brooks for there is nothing like a River in the Town. Therefore there 
are no considerable bridges. The distance to the Courthouse in Lenox is reputed 
to be about 7 miles from the center of this town and the Town is supposed to be 

about 150 miles from Boston by the nearest route. The place marked for iron Oree 

contains Ore of the first quality but it lies deep & is rais ed at great expense. The 
Ore is fund in divers places in the town butnot good. The Situation of the town is 

on a range of highlands lying east of the Housatonock River and the relative 

Situation of this town is higher than those in the vicinity. The town is well watered 
for the purpose of Agriculture but the streams falling off each way viz. N. & S. form 

no brooks sufficient for Mils except in wet seasons. The East and west lines of the 
Town are generally on ranges of Mountains which are high especially on the East 

& Northwest between which a hollow is formed which is variegated with a 
moderately uneven surface. Most agricultural productions are raised here but the 
Town can not be said to excel in any of them-it abounds in lime stone and a 
species of coarse white Marble much in use. Some handsome clouded marble is 

found. 
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Clerk of Town Officers - Karen R. Baker 

Custodian of Landfill Area - John E. Foster 

Custodian of Tax Title Property- Helen L. Kingsley 

Deputy Constables 

Castagna, Steven Foster, Raymond Hastedt, Richard Knight, Eric Latimer, Bruce 
Mahon, Charles Morse, Frank Rawson, Charles Rockwel1, Robert Rockwell, Frank 
Scaduto, Miriam Kimball, William Silvernail, Joseph Sinico, Howard Storie 
Kenneth Taylor, Donald Traver, Donald Vosburgh, George Ziegler, Henry Lamke. 

Francis Bartlett, Ruth Bass, Courtland Butler, John 

Dog Officer- Reno D. Castagna 

Field Drivers John E. Foster, Clarence North, Stanley lwanowicz 

Fire Chief- Brian N. Creamer, Sr. 

Hazardous Waste Co-ordinator- Joseph Sinico 

Inspector of Animals- Leslie C. Clark 

Inspector of Buildings Thomas C. Renton, Frank E. Green (alternate) 

Inspector of Oil Burners Laurence J. Censato, Ronald J. Paul (alternate) 

Inspector of Plumbing Thomas X. Lahey, Ronald J. Paul (alternate) 

Inspector of Wiring Robert M. Jamross, Charles Allesio (alternate) 

Purchasing Agent- Frank Scaduto 

Superintendent of Dutch Elm Henry Lamke 

Superintendent of Gypsy Moth Henry Lamke 

Custodian of Town Hall Craig Cochrane 

Superintendent of Roads Henry Lamke 

Town Counsel Stephen T. Smith 

Veteran's Agent Frank Scaduto 

Berkshire County Regional Planning Commission 

Charles Lockwood, Alternate 
Robert Kimball, Delegate 

Board of Appeals 
Associate Members 

Selwyn 1. Atherton, 1983 

Leslie C. Clark, 1982 
Angelo Balestro 

Donald Vosburgh 
Marylyn Ratcliff, 1984 

Conservation Commission 

Dick L. Boyce, 1984 
Margaretta Keith, 1984 

Jeffrey Morse, 1984 

John R. Manners, 1982 
George Denny, 1982 

Arthur Nesbit, 1982 

John L. Hurt, 1983 

Energy Commission 

John W. Steele 
Mary G. Taylor 
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INVENTORY OF MAJOR ITEMS OWNED BY 
THE TOWN OF RICHMOND 

(All items have an original value of $50 or more) 

Cemetery Equipment 
4 Cemetery Plots 

Civil Defense Equipment 
Sirens 

2 Power Lawn Mowers Fold-a-Tank 
1 Riding Lawn Mower Army Personnel Carrier 

fitted as tank truck 1 Metal Detector 
1 Stamper for Lot Markers 3/4 ton, 4-wheel drive Truck 

Fire Department 

Completely equipped 1,000-gpm pumper truck 
Ward LaFrance 1000 GPM Pumper 3,500 feet of 2% inch hose 
1979 Wheeled Coach Ambulance 1,200 feet of 1% inch hose 
10 Ton Port-O-Power 3 portable radios 

1 2000-watt generator 

1 portable resuscitator 

5 Scott Air Packs 
1 portable generator, 110 volt a.c. 

Gorman-Rupp 300 GPM portable 1 Resusci-Anne 

pump 1 chain saw 

Highway Equipment 
1978 GMC pickup truck 

1975 International dump truck 
1972 International dump truck 
1970 International dump truck 
Model 112 Caterpillar motor grader 2 chain saws 

1 stone spreader 

Payloader 

Pull grader snow fence, approx. 16,000 feet 

2 road sanders 1 base station 

1 tailgate sander 5 mobile radio units 

1 road rake 1 Ford tractor and roadside 

1 road broom mower and rotary mower 

2 vee plows, 4 highway plows 

Conservation Commission Land Police Equipment 
2 mobile units 111.25 acres of land 

2 remote units 
1 radar with 2 walkie-talkies 
2 multiple channel walkie-talkies 

Municipal Equipment, Buildings and Land 

Town Hall and one-half acre land 9 four-drawer filing cabinets 
State Road property, apprx. 30 acres 

Beach house, float, dock, lifeguard equip. 
Town Barn and one-half acre land 

Town Garage and apprx. one-half 

acre land Picnic tables and accessories 
Richmond Shores, 18.4 acres of land 

1 set weights & measures equipment 
Library bookcases, tables, desks, chairs 

Library books 

2 adding machines 

3 typewriters 
1 office desk 

Savin 220 copy machine 

205 seats for Town Hall 6 safes 

1 mimeograph 
School Buildings, Land, Equipment 

Consolidated School and 8+ acres of land 



about the noise of a siren, especially at night, but have discovered that it is not as 

disturbing as they feared 

Conferences were held with the Building Inspector and the special inspectors 

in regard to the whole inspection system and our outdated fees. Town fees of al 

Kinds are being raised to bring them in line with inflation. The purpose is to give 

inspectors a fair return for their expertise, time and travel expense, and to give the 

Town a reasonable return for the time and services of other officials required in 

the process of issuing various permits. 

Construction and Demolition 

Both construction and the installation of wood stoves slowed somewhat this 

year. Permits were issued for the first"earth house" in Richmond, a house on the 

Lenox Road set into banks of earth on three sides, with more insulating earth over 

the roo.. Several homeowners added solar energy units. 

One major demolition took place. Pinewood, a 26-rogm former boarding house 

off the State Road built in 1901 for summer visitors, was designated as dangerous 

by Building inspector Thomas Renton. In accordance with state law, he informed 
the absentee owner that it must be removed or made safe. Late in July, the long-

neglected building known to neighborhood children as "the haunted house" was 

razed 

Three Special Permits were issued by the Selectmen, each requiring 
conferences with the applicant and a public hearing before a final decision could 

be made on the permit, which then was tailored to fit the particular circumstances 
These permits allowed (1) use of a trailer dwelling temporarily during 
construction of the owner's home; (2) a sign identifying a farm at which produce is 

sold: (3) permission to operate a new business of manufacturing highway signs. 
Deeds were signed to complete the transfer of land at that section of the Lenox 

Road where an earlier road relocation required an exchange of land between the 

town and the Stokes family. Likewise, Selectmen signed the deed for the property 

near Lenox Road given to the Town by John Balboni for recreational use, to be 

managed by the Conservation Commission. 

The Selectmen express appreciation to the many officers, members of boards, 

commissions and committees and other volunteers who have helped with Town 

business and community projects. Among those deserving special mention are 

Mrs. Frances Dwight Buell, who has generously invited townspeople to use her 

tennis court at Goodwood; Ann Castagna, for her constant help in handling 

emergency calls, and Robert Kimball, for proofreading this Town Report. 

MIRIAM KIMBALL 

Chairman 
KENNETH TAYLOR 

FRANK SCADUTO 
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REVENUE SHARING 

Cash Balance 7/1/81 $ 31,284.36 

Receipts 

Received from U.S. Government $ 6,670.00 
Interest 1,316.93 7,986.93 
Receipts plus Cash Balance $ 39,271.29 

Payments 

Purchase of Fire Truck 20,000.00 

Cash in Checking Account 2/31/81 336.01 

Cash in MMDT 18,935.28 19,271.29 

Payments plus Cash on Hand $ 39,271.29 

RESERVES AND BALANCES 

Surplus Revenue 7/1/81 

Conservation Commission Fund 

$160,812.00 
10,079.41 

19,271.29 Federal Revenue Sharing 
Samuel Gates Charity Fund 

Principal 1,500.000 
1,252.75 2,752.75 Interest 

1,149.59 

2.119.48 
Wheeler Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Cemeteries Sale of Lots 
4,575.00 Cemeteries- Perpetual Care 

Stabilization Fund 
34,153.25 Balance 12/31/80 

6,000.00 Purchase of Fire Truck 
28,153.25 

5,201.15 1981 Interest 
33,354.40 Balance 12/31/81 

In January 1982, $40,000 was added to the Stabilization Fund. This was the 

amount agreed upon by the Selectmen, Finance Committee and Board of 

Assessors as provided under Article 26 of the 1981 warrant. 

Cemeteries- Perpetual Care Fund consists of monies paid for perpetual care of 

cemetery lots and trust funds left for this purpose. The money is invested and the 

interest used for upkeep of the cemeteries. The following is a list of 

contributions to this fund: 

Left by Harriet Pierson in 1876, income to be used for care of Pierson 

lots in Center Cemetery. 

Left by Mary Branch in 1878, income to be used for care of North East 

Cemetery 
Left by William J. Bartlett in 1895, income to be used for care of Bartlett 

lots and general care of Center Cemetery. 

Left by De Etta Hatch in 1927, income to be used for care of graves of 

Daniel and Hannah, John N. and Hannah Hatch and Ann Gunnell in 

Center Cemetery 
Left by Lucy G. Gibson in 1943, income to be used for care of Luce lot 

in Center Cemetery. 

Left by Timothy B. Salmon estate in 1945, income to be used for care 

of Salmon lot in Center Cemetery 

$100.00 

100.00 

175.00 

100.00 

300.00 

100.00 
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problems and also hope that anyone with suggestions or complaints will make the 

hoard aware of them. Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at 

the Town Hall at 7:30 p.m. 

JOSEPH SINICO 

Chairman 
FRANCIS A. BARTLETT 

RUTH BASS 

cONSERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 

The Conservation Commission has regularly scheduled meetings open to the 

public bimonthly on the first Wednesday (except July-August); the bimonthly 

schedule has continued to aid in member attendance and has been sufficient to 

conduct regular business. 
We welcome John Hurt as a new member of the commission, his expertise as a 

civil engineer will be very useful and contribute to many of our activities and 

responsibilities. 
Several rountine activities are cited that should be of general interest: 

.Completed acceptance (final 45%) of a 13.5-acre conservation land gift off 

Lenox Road from John Balboni. 
Continued for the third year our own efforts in planting trees on town land for 

future income as Christmas trees. 
Provided several wetland opinions regarding small private projects that were 

not considered to be "significant" in effort. 

Conducted two wetland public hearings. One regarding the overall project for 
Richmond Pond; the second for construction of the Tennessee Gas Pipeline 

through wetland areas. 
Assisted Planning Board and Board of Selectmen regarding the cutting of 

trees along scenic roads during construction of the Tennessee Gas Pipeline. 
Our major interest and effort continues to be related to Richmond Pond and 

continuation of the five-year pond improvement program initiated in 1980. 

Several problems should be mentioned: 

1) 1981 project funds were reported "not available" from the state. Vigorous 
local and state efforts resolved the problem and the contract was issued. 
Delays set back work, which still remains to be completed in early 1982. 

2) State funds were not provided to transport material away from the pond. The 
Board of Health budget assisted and material was taken to the landfill area 
for use later to provide top cover. 

1982 funds may 3) ot be available from the state. Call/write our representative 
to add any interest on the part of the town to keep the program alive and well. 

Dredging efforts in 1982 are planned for the second third of the Richmond 
Shores area and expansion of the town beach. Special fund requests have been 

made in this year's budget; we solicit your support in continuing the program. 

The USDA Soil Conservation Service has recently updated its report on area 
ponds, copies are available if desired. 

We will continue to work with other Berkshire County groups interested in the 

mutual problems to our area ponds. Hopefully our combined efforts will present a 

united view at the state level of visibility and promote the necessary levels of 
responsive support. VWe have provided a separate summary report of the 

Richmond Pond project to date for this year's town report. It was prepared by 
Berkshire Enviro-Labs as our commission's consulting service. 

Your participation and support in our activities for our town is always welcome 

and often very helpful 

JOHN R. MANNERS 

Chairman 
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