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ON THE COVER: RICHMOND'S ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 

The old houses endure, spanning more than two centuries of Aichmond history 
and providing impressive contrast with the new houses which are added each 

year. The drawings reproduced on the cover of this report are taken from the 

book, "Early Houses of Richmond, Massachusetts," an architectural study by 

Terry Hallock. 
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PAYMENTS 

$ 835.31 Army Vehicle Conversion 

Community Health 

Rubbish Disposal 

3,800.00 
650.00 S 5.285 31 

Cash in Checking Account 

Mass. Municipal Depository Trust 

2.733 49 

34,971.05 

S 42.989.85 Total Payments plus Balance 

RESERVES AND BALANCESS 

Stabilization Fund S 34.153.25 
92.870.00 Surplus Revenue 7/1/80 

51 57 Conservation Commission Fund 
34.971.05 Federal Revenue Sharing 

Samuel Gates Charity Fund 

Wheeler Memorial Scholarship 

2.249.44 

1.071.10 

Cemeteries Sale of Lots 2,959.33 

(Includes $1,000 appropriated in Fiscal 1981 -

not expended yet) 
Cemeteries Perpetual Care 4,275.00 

Cemeteries Perpetual Care Fund consists of monies paid for perpetual care of 

cemetery lots and trust funds left for this purpose. The money is invested and the 
interest used for upkeep of the cemeteries. The following is a list of contributions 

to this fund: 

Left by Harriet Pierson in 1876, income to be used for care of Pierson 

lots in Center Cemetery 
Left by Mary Branch in 1878, income to be used for care of North East 

$100.00 

100.00 
Cemetery. 
Left by William J. Bartlett in 1895, income to be used for care of Bartlett 

lots and general care of Center Cemetery. 
Left by De Etta Hatch in 1927, income to be used for care of graves of 

175.00 

100.00 
Daniel and Hannah, John N. and Hannah Hatch and Ann Gunnell 

in Center Cemetery. 

Left by Lucy G. Gibson in 1943, in come to be used for care of Luce lot 

in Center Cemetery. 
300.00 

Left by Mortimer Chapman estate in 1970, income to be used for care 

of Center Cemetery. 
500.00 

Left by Timothy B. Salmon estate in 1945, income to be used for care 

of Salmon lot in Center Cemetery 
Left by Mary E. Terrell estate in 1974, income to be used for care of 

Terrell lot in Center Cemetery. 

100.00 

200.00 

Left by Charlotte Mettetal estate in 1974, income to be used for care of 

Mettetal lot in Center Cemetery. 
100.00 

Gunther Bruggeman for care of Bruggeman lot in Center Cemetery. 

Charles and Mary Kusik for care of Kusik lot in Center Cemetery. 
John Foster for care of Foster lot in Northeast Cemetery 

Molly Doherty for care of Doherty lot in Center Cemetery 
Arleen and John Losee for care of Losee lot in Center Cemetery 

George Nesbit for care of Nesbit lot in North Cemetery. 
Janet Sugden for care of Sugden lot in Center Cemetery. 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 
100.00 

100.00 
100.00 
100.00 

40 



BOARD OF HEALTH REPORT 

Studying the problem of rubbish disposal continued to be the primary work of 

the Board of Health during 1980. Meeting once a month at the Town Hall, the 

board started the year by discussing Pittsfield's new Vicon rubbish/steam proj- 
ect with its director, Llewellyn Clark. Mr. Clark assured the board that 

Richmond's trash would be welcome at Vicon once the plant was in operation. 
In a special town meeting preceding the annual town meeting, the town voted 

to appropriate $2,000 for a survey of the possible alternatives for rubbish dispo 

sal. The board had learned in November 1979 that the present landfill site, in the 
opinion of engineer Joseph F. Moynihan, would not be acceptable under the 

state's regulations for sanitary landfills. 
The board then contracted with Mr. Moynihan to make the Survey. He investi- 

gated two town properties for construction of a trash compactor site, which would
provide on-site compaction of trash that would then be trucked to a landfill in 

Chicopee or, when the time came, to Vicon in Pittsfield. One site was at the 

present landfill, where it would be necessary to install a three-phase electric line 
at considerable expense. The other was on the town barn land, which proved both 
too small and too wet, on further investigation. 

Mr. Moynihan also suggested that the board consider a municipal collection 
system that would eliminate the landfill area entirely, put the trash collection out 

to bid and send the rubbish directly to an out-of-town disposal site. 
The board also met with representatives of Berkshire Cleanway, a contracting 

firm that constructs compacting sites and then services them. The annual 
operating cost of a compactor, as estimated by them, was $28,600 for a town of 
Richmond's size. It would cost an additional $10,000 to $35,000 for capital expen- 
ditures connected with construction of the site. 

At year's end, the board planned to have an article ready for the annual town 
meeting to propose some change in rubbish disposal methods so Richmond 

would meet the state's standards. 
The board also continued to monitor water supplies at the Town Hall, the 

school, the Canaan Road spring and swimming areas at Richmond Pond. Water 
tests are done under a contract with the Pittsfield Health Department, and only 
the Board of Health can take samples there. Any resident with a water problem 
should call a member of the Board of Health for information on how to proceed. 

The board issued a number of permits for new septic fields and for reconstruC 
tion of existing fields. In addition, the board worked with several homeowners at 
Richmond Shores about difficult problems with sewage disposal systems. Be- 
cause of extremely dry conditions, the summer ban on test pits for septic con- 
struction was continued through the end of the year. 

Stickers for landfill use were issued and are required on all cars at the rubbish 
disposal area. If you do not have one, they are available from town officers' 

clerk Karen Baker at her home between 9:30 and noon on Thursdays. The 
stickers will double for admission to the beach. 

JOSEPH SINICO 

Chairman 
FRANCIS A. BARTLETT 

RUTH H. BASS 

CONSERVATION cOMMISSION REPORT 

The Conservation Commission has regularly scheduled meetings open to the 

public bimonthly on the first Wednesday (except July-August). The bimonthly 
Scnedule has provided sufficient opportunity for our regular activities and has 

also improved member participation. 
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As in the past, we have continued support, when requested, to the Board of 

Selectmen and the Planning Board as well as individually to special committees. 

We regret that the present state administration seems to have taken an in- 
creasingly lower interest in the general area of our natural resources. As 

examples, recommended revisions to the Wetlands Act as well as action on the 
Scenic Rivers Program have been dormant for the past year. Information and 

correspondence at the county and state level have dropped to near zero; perhaps 

for us volunteers this is a welcome thing. But, indirectly, it does indicate 

that some changes of priorities have occurred. 

The major time and effort of your commission the past year was directed 

towards the Richmond Pond Aquatic Plants Management Program as originally 

conceived and reported in 1976. We are very pleased to report that Richmond 

Pond is one of nine Aquatic Nuisance Control projects approved by the Massa 

chusetts Water Resources Commission on 9 February 1981; approximately 
$15.000 will be provided by the state for project work in 1981. The Eutrophication 
and Aquatic Vegetation Control Program, based on the final application made to 

the state in October 1980, will emphasize two control methods: annual winter 

drawdowns followed by dry dredging. The approved program is expected to be 

followed for at least the next five years. 
Richmond Pond was drawn down starting in early October 1980 for the purpose 

of exposing weeds in the shallow portions of the pond to winter kill. Arti- 
TICially exposing any aquatic plant to the harsher aerial environment with its 

wider temperature swings allows not only temperature but desiccation and other 
factors to aid in restricting plant growth. During this past winter drawdown, the 

actual drop in water level was maximized due to the very dry season; the winter 
kill should be excellent because of the below-average temperatu res thee pond 

bottom was exposed to. The degree of success for the drawdown hopefully will 

be very evident next summer. 
The Conservation Commission will plan the dredging efforts for late fall 1981 

based on the available state funding and priorities of benefit to the town itself 
and the neighbors on the pond. All dredging must be contracted by state regu 
lations and approval. We will conduct a public hearing jointly with Pittsfield 

to meet the requirements of the state Wetlands Act in the spring of 1981 
Your commission is looking forward to the opportunity to bring these 
several efforts on Richmond Pond into reality over the next five years. We 
will also continue to investigate other opportunities for pond improvements as 

they become available. 

One other, much smaller, effort deserves reporting this year. Your commission 
members. with their own funds, have planted a total of 200 spruce and fir 

transplants on town land. We hope to continue this effort on a small scale each 

year until a repeatable cycle can be established. Hopefully, town civic groups 
may be able to harvest Christmas trees for their own profit a few years from now 

and then assist in continuing the growing cycle. 
A request of $2.000 for monitoring and management funds in the Richmond 

Pond project is submitted for this year. We also seek $500 appropriations for a 
continuing addition to the Conservation Commission Fund which began in 1966

as an effort to accumulate money for a future purchase or acquisition of land 
the fund is steadily reaching a value that may be of use to the town in the near 

tuture. Again we request a separate appropriation of $100 to cover minor 

expenses as well as membership in state organizations. 

JOHN R MANNERS 

Chairman 
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