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ON THE cOVER 

Richmond's share in the bicentennial celebration rolled along North Street as part of the 
mammoth 1976 Fourth of July parade. A replica of the Declaration of Independence 

provided the backdrop for authentically costumed townspeople. Included were John E 
Foster in a pink satin costume and white wig and (back to camera) Alice Vosburgh
Volunteers spent many hours constructing and decorating the float.

Photo by Paul Rocheleau 
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Berkshire County Blcentennlal Committee
Charles Kusik, Delegate Matthew Bebko, Alternate 

Berkshire County Reglonal Plannlng Commisslon 
Paul Rocheleau, Delegate Charles B. Lockwood, Alternate 

Bicentennial Committee 
Althea Uhlig 

Robert Yerkes 
Margaret Kingman 

Marguerite Rawson 

George Ziegler 

Joanne Denny 
Marion Hunt 

Thomas Sherer Matthew Larkin 
Ardyce Rainforth 

Board of Appeals 
Leslie C. Clark, 1979 
Selwyn I. Atherton, 1977 

Marylyn Ratcliff, 1978 

Associate Members 
Angelo Balestro 

Donald Vosburgh 

Conservation Commission
John R. Manners, 1979 Dick L. Boyce, 1978 

George C. Campbell, 1979 
Margaretta Keith, 1978 

George Denny, 1979 
Bartlett, 1977 

Barbara Morey, 1977 

Francis 

Historical Commission 

David Dalzell, 1978 
Noreen Blair, 1978 

Roberta Cunningham, 1979 Leslie C. Clark, 1979 Katharine H. Annin, 1977 

Librarian 
Barbara K. Rawson 

(Appointed by Library Trustees) 

Recreation Committee 

Howard Clark Peter Stodden 
Douglas Kimple 
Jerome O'Neil 

Bonnie Cousineau 

Richard Bartlett James Winter 

Cornelius McMahon Joseph Baity 
Adele Rodbell Caren Osterhout 

Holly Stover 

Regional Landfill Study Committee 

Dick L. Boyce Charles Kusik 
Ruth H. Bass 

Regional School Planning Committee 

Marguerite Rawson Edward Uhlig 
Abraham Novick 

Richmond Pond Weed Control Study Committee 

Alan Hanson 
Dick L. Boyce (Resigned October, 1976) 

Fred Hould 
Maureen Siebels JoAnn Knight 

Road Advisory Committee 

Chairman, Board of Selectmen 

Ruth H. Bass 

Chairman, Conservation Commission 

John R. Manners 

Chairman, Finance Committee 

Darwin S. Morse 

Chairman, Planning Board 

Charles Kusik 

Police Chief Tree Warden 
Roat Superintendent 
Frank Rawson 

Reno D. Castagna John E. Foster 

Transportation Advisory Group (TAG) 
Charles B. Lockwood, Delegate 



57 
assistance of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Developrnent. Fnuire 

Protection Agency and Department of Transportation. vironmental 

cONSERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 

The Conservation Commission was active in several areas of significance d uring 1976 that are or will be of general interest. We, either individually or as a 
group, welcome the continuing opportunity to serve in many Supporting ways to the Ton 

of 
Richmond. 

Article 25 for the 1976 Annual Town Meeting was approved and designated your 
Conservation Commission as hearing authority and requested us to study mountain
reaions of Town to see if we believe there are any areas that should be protected and it 

so, to prepare a map delineating proposed boundaries to present to a future Town 
meeting. Unfortunately, a set of guidelines and sample regulations promised by the 
Berkshire Natural Resources Council has been detained and now is expected by March 
1977. We regret to report this delay, but believe it would be absurd to proceed without 
sample regulations that have been reviewed by the Office of the Attorney General. 

Warren Archey, Regional Community Resource Development Specialist, Berkshire 
County Extension Service, was a guest at our regular meeting to review the several
environmental studies he has made for us and inform our newer members of the 
available wetlands/wildlife data. We recognize that several areas on our wetlands map remain to be confirmed by on-site inspections. 

The Conservation Commission has continued discussion on the desirability of obtain- 
ing public land for some combination of conservation and/or recreation use. This 
opinion is supported by the many reports we receive that wetlands, green belts, and 
even mountain areas are natural assets to any town and should be preserved where 
possible. 

We recently received a letter from Joel Lerner, Director, Division 
Services in the Office of Environmental Affairs, stating that the Town of Richmond's 
Natural Resource Survey (1967) is no longer considered to be correct and that a new 
report is requested if we are ever to be considered for federal or state funds for 
conservation and/or recreation. Ron Thompson and Rick DeVergillio from the USDA 
Soil Conservation Service attended a regular meeting and gave us an excellent review 
of what will be required. A five-year Conservation Recreation Plan will be written to 
satisfy this need and we expect to request assistance from the Planning Board and the 

Recreation Committee as well as a review by the Board of Selectmen. We hope the 
Town's 1976 Growth Policy Report will be a resource also. 

Conservation

The Conservation Commission was requested by the Richmond Shores Civic As 
sociation and the Board of Selectmen to support a plan to lower the water level of 
Richmond Pond during the winter to see if the aquatic weed growth could be hindered 
by freezing. After initial objection to the plan by some abutters and the Pittsfield 
Conservation Commission, we consulted with several agencies and reviewed many 
publications to ensure that the plan would be appropriate to Richmond Pond. Support 
was oblained and approved from authorities to lower the pond approximately four feet 

from mid-January to mid-March 1977. All reviewed reports indicate that a high degree of 

SUccess shoud be expected; however, it will probably be necessary to repeat the 

actvity the second winter as well. Following that, some periodic winter drawdown 
schedule will be established.

As more routine matters, we would like to mention the following: We welcome Francis Bartlett as a new member to complete the term o r Sanborn Fran's knowledge of and about our Town will be a great asset. 
we voted to continue our membership in the Massachusetts Association of Const 

ah 

vation Commissions. 

A wetands hearing on Notice of Intent Number 271-6, dated July 6, 1976, was held 
eld on 

July 12 for activity in a brook in an approved subdivision off Lenox Road. An Od 
rof 



Condition 

to the applicant was issued following the public hearing. A majority of the 

Your chaiman 
and one member served on the Growth Policy Committee ring the 
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a Wetlands Act update informative meeting at Berkshire Com 
mbership attended 

munity 
College in Me 

tion and was very 
useful. 

May: the meeting was conduct by the Conservation Law Founda- 

preparation 
of the Town's Growth Policy Report; the quality of the report is evidenced by 

the receipt of the maximum value grant for the effort. 

In closing, citizens are reminded that regular open meetings of the Conservation 

Commission are scheduled for the first Wednesday of every month (except July and 

AiSt)Your participation and interest in our activities is always welcome and often 

very helpful. 

JOHN R. MANNERS 

Chairman, Conservation Commission 

RICHMOND POND AQUATIC PLANTS MANAGEMENT 

Dense growths of rooted aquatic plants (macrophytes) and algae in Richmond Pond 

have become a nuisance to bathers, boaters and fishermen, have reduced the aesthe- 

tic value of the pond, and may lead to declining fisheries. The control of aquatic plants is, 

therefore, a major consideration in any flowage management plan. 

This report is intended to describe the known methods of control, discuss the best 

alternatives, document the present action, and recommend future programs. 

Control Alternatives 

At present, any plant management plan can follow one or more of several basic 

control alternatives: chemical, biological, mechanical, or habitat manipulative. 

Chemical treatment involves the use of herbicides and can be very effective in 

controlling plants, depending on the type of plant and the type of chemical used. Costs 

vary from nominal to expensive. Because of the ecological implications, this treatment 

should be approached with caution. 

In March, 1973, the Town of Richmond voted to appropriate money for its share of 

Aquatic Nuisance Control in Richmond Pond under Chapter 722 of the Acts of 1969, its 

share being 25 per cent. Lack of state funds delayed the project in 1973 and 1974. In 

April 1975, with additional state guidelines, the Town of Richmond again voted to 

Support the project. However, the Board of Selectmen in September 1975 asked the 

state's Department of Public Health to delay the project until an Impact Statement could 

De made that would be acceptable to all concerned. No Impact Statement is knOwn to 

nave been presented in 1976, and the chemical treatment project remains dormant. 

Biological controls include predation by herbivorous fish, mammals, waterfowl 

insects, and other invertebrates, diseases caused by micro-organisms and competition 

rom other aquatic plants. Still largely in the experimental stage, these methods may 

provide ultimate long-term control; however, they must also be used with caution to 

avoid substituting one problem for another. 

Mechanical removal or harvesting of aquatic plants from the water range in techni 

que from the use of hand methods and uprooting devices to large and complex 

cninery. Mechanical control measures usually consist of cutting the nuisance plant 

ySome version of a reciprocating mower bar similar to the type used on agricultural 

Cninery; the cutting bar can be small or large and is normally mounted on a boat. The 

utplants may be left in the pond, raked to shore, or loaded directly into the boat. Some 

gequipment is owned and has been operated in Berkshire County with a low 

egree of success; the devices are difficult to operate and require a relatively high 

Ggree of skill and maintenance. In general, this machinery is most effective in deep 

water and should be used early in the growing season. 

Habitat Manipulation will limit plant growth by altering one or more of the physical or 

chemical factors critical to growth. 


