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ON THE COVER 

Clement R. Moore (top photo) first hung out his town clerk's shingle 27 years ago. 

Still a justice of the peace in Richmond, he retired October 1, 1973 as town clerk, 

treasurer and tax collector. His house, long a center of town government activity

in Richmond, is pictred below. 



Berkshire County Bicentennial Committee

Charles Kusik, D«legate Matthew Bebko, Allernate 

Berkshire County Regional Planning Commission 

Anthony G. Rud, Del gale Robert Kimball, Alternale 

Board of Appeals 
Leslie C. Clark, 1976 
Selwyn I. Atherton, 1974 
Joseph Quetti, 1975 

Associate Members 
Marylyn Ratcliff, 1975 
Angelo Balestro, 1974 

Conservation Commission 
John R. Manners, Chairman, 1976 

George Campbell, 1976 
Susan W. Brown, 1976 (Resigned) 
George Denny, 1976 

Frank Rawson, 1974 
Richard Rawson, 1974 

Dick L. Boyce, 1975 

Margaretta Keith, 1975 
Historical Commission 

Katharine H. Annin, 1974 
David Dalzell, 1975 

Joanne Denny, 1975 
Leslie C. Clark, 1976 

Roberta Cunningham, 1976 

Librarian 
Katharine H. Annin 

(Appointed by Library Trustees) 

Recreation Committee 
Joseph Baity, Chairman 
Fiorindo Castagna, Jr. 
Richard Cunningham 

Margery B. Atherton 
Joan Chapman 
Betty Gennari 

Douglas Kimple 
Holly Stover 

Richard Southworth (Resigned) 

Frank Green 

Howard Storie 
James Winter 

Regional Landfill Study Committee 
Charles Kusik Dick L. Boyce 

Ruth H. Bass 

Regional School Planning Committee 
Edward R. Uhlig Marguerite Rawson 

Abraham Novick 

Richmond Pond Weed Control Study Committee 

Fred Hould Herbert Rod, Chairman 
Alan Hanson Dick L. Boyce 
JoAnn Knight 
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RESERVES AND BALANCES 

Surplus Revenue Account, January 1, 1973 
Truck Earnings Account, December 31, 1973 
Conservation Commission Fund, December 31, 1973 

Federal Revenue Sharing 

$88,053.00 
3,921.10 
3,950.38 

23,165.00 

Information from the Director of Accounts and the Town Treasurer. 

REPORT OF TAX TITLE CUSTODIAN 

In 1973 two pieces of property were redeemed by paying delinquent tax 

payments. At present, five pieces of property are in Tax Title process. 

HELEN L. KINGSLEY, 
Tax Title Custodian 

AUDITOR'S REPORT 

We, the undersigned Auditors of the Town of Richmond, have examined the 
accounts of the Officers of the Town of Richmond as of January 1, 1974. 

MATTHEW F. BEBKO 
CAMILL0 JACOBSS 
DAVID DONALD 

Auditors 



REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

During 1973, nmeetings of the Conservation Commission were held on a some-
what iregular basis because of a majority ot the membership serving in various 

other voluntary capacities; a minority have been unable to participate. 

Our major thrust this year has been one of effective cooperation and service 

to several funetions in town, namely the Board of Selectmen, the Planning Board, 

and the Board of Appeals. Assistance to the Board of Selectmen has been mostly 

of an advisory nature; cooperative effort with the Planning Board has covered a 

wide field; we were pleased to serve on their Advisory Board for review of Cluster 

Zoning concepts-we receive preliminary copies of all subdivision proposals and 

attend those hearings; jointly in 1973 we sponsored a report defining our Wet- 
lands by a member of the Berkshire County Extension Servicecopies of this 
report will be most valuable to the Board of Selectmen, the Planning Board, the 
Board of Appeals and the Conservation Commission; we attended the Board of 
Appeals hearings regarding a special use application for the summit of Perry's
Peak and expressed our concern regarding certain potential activities in our 
mountain region relating to hazards to the watershed and a continuing desire to 
preserve the natural scenic qualities of our mountain environment. We should 

note here that a bill is expected to be filed in our legislature in 1974 for protecting 
our mountain tops in Berkshire County, a direct result of the action on Perry's
Peak. 

We would like to repeat the basic information regarding the Wetlands Pro- 

tective Act of 16 October, 1972 so that every one is reminded of the intent and 
purpose of the law; we were unfortunately made aware after-the-fact of action 
contrary to the law in 1973. The law has given conservation commissions direct 

responsibility for the protection of wetlands; we are now a regulatory agency (as 

is planning and health) and are required to issue permits for projects that affect 

the environment. In summary, the Conservation Commission must receive a 
written request of intent to "remove, fill, dredge, or alter" 60 days prior to the 

action and after all other permits have been issued such as sub-division, building,
and health. The Conservation Commission must hold a public hearing within 
21 days of receipt of the notice of intent, and, if deemed necessary, issue an Order 

of Conditions within 21 days of the public hearing (redress is permitted within 28 
days of the public hearing). One Wetlands Protective Act hearing was held in 
1973; we are aware of the need to held several in 1974. Application forms, together
with an explanation prepared by your commission on the procedures to follow,

are available from the Town Clerk. 

Whenever appropriate, we have continued to use information and services 

provided by state, regional, and county agencies, as well as attend their meetings; 
they have been and continue to be a most valuable resource for us. 



In the near future we look forward to joint partieipation within our town 
fowards whatever planning and mprovements will be made as we nppronch the 
nation's Bicentennal year of 1976; sharing individual and group expertisee will 
only make for a nmore suceessful program. 

Again we seek a $500 appropriation for the Richmond Conservation Fund 
which began in 1966 as an eflort to accumulate money for a future purchase or 
acquisition of land. With the fund now over $3,500, we may consider some action 
as being of interest for Bicentennial planning for 1976. Als0 we request a separate appropriation of $100 to cover potential expenses of participating in the Massa- 
chusetts Association of Conservation Commission and the Berkshire Natural 
Resources Council, use of the Cooperative Extension Service-University of 
Massachusetts-the Berkshire County Extension Service and the US. Depart ment of Agriculture, as well as cenducting hearings in connection with the Wet- 
lands Protective Act. 

JOHN R. MANNERS, 

Chairman 

Rruth Bas8 

n about five minutes on August 28, 1973, a tornado dropped seven trees on the 
. Flliott Fisher summer home on Dean Hill Road and one on their car, as pietured,

and wooded Dean Hill became a shambles of fallen, twisted trees. 


