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ANNUAL REPORTS 

OF THE TOWN OFFICERS OF THE 

Town of Richmond 
MASS ACHUSETTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1972 



THE COVER PICTURE 

Opened in 1971, the Town Beach on the west shore of Richmond Pond was 

used by hundreds of residents this summer for picnicking and swimming. Red 

Cross swimming lessons, junior lifesaving classes and tots' learn-to-swim sessions 

were among the special activities. New additions to bench facilities in 1972 were 

hibachis installed by the Recreation (Commiittee and a new bathhouse built by 

the committee. 



In Memoriam 

CHESTER KELLOGG 

Board of Appeals 

1962-1972 

Conservation Commission 

1965 1970 

KATE WINTHROP MORSE 

Library Trustee 

1957 1963 

Community Health Association 

Director 1928 1962 
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RESERVES AND BALANCES 

Surplus Revenue Account, March 20, 1972 

Truck Earnings Account, December 30, 1972 
Conservation Commission Fund, December 30, 1972 

Federal Revenue Sharing 

$74,127.0o
5,590.59 
3,256.86 

17,391.00

Informalion from the Director of A ccounts and the Town Treasurer.

REPORT OF TAX TITLE CUSTODIAN 

I hereby submit the 20th annual report of the Tax Title Custodian of the 

Town of Richmond. In 1972 there were two pieces of property redeemed by paying 
delinquent tax payments and three lots at Richmond Shores were taken for non- 

payment of real estate tax which were two years in arrears. The takings were re 
corded in the Registry of Deeds. 

CLEMENT R. MOORE, 

Tax Title Custodian 

AUDITORS' REPORT 

We, the undersigned Auditors of the Town of Richmond, have examined the 
accounts of the Officers of the Town of Richmond and find them correct as of 
January 1, 1973. 

MATTHEW F. BEBKO 
DAVID DONALD 
CAMILLO JACOBS 

Auditors 
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REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
During 1972, meetings of the Conservation Commission were held on a 

somewhat irregular basis because of a majority of the membership serving in 
various other voluntary capacities; a minority have attenced a few meetings only. 

We have continued our membership in the Massachusetts Association of 
Conservation Commisions ; an extensive revision in their "Handbook" is expected 
shortly. As further expanded in the following paragraphs your commission will 
have to work more closely in the future with other Town boards if our added 

responsibilities are to be successful. As evicence of this improved communieation, 
We contributed to the review and revision of the Planning Board's "Rules and 
Regulations Covering the Subdivision of Land" and now receive preliminary 
copies of subdivision proposals for review. Similar arrangements must aleo be 
made with the Board of Selectmen and Board of Health regarding building per- 

mits. 

Your chairman attended the frst joint meeting of the Massachusetts Associ- 
ation of Conservation Commissions and Massechusetts Federation of Planning 
Boards at the University of Massachusetts on 14 October and obtained initial 
information on the new Wetlands Protective Act to become law on 16 October 
it would replace the existing Hatch Act). "Guidelines for the Conservation Com- 
missions'" relative to the Wetlands Protection Act were issued by the Massachu- 
setts Department of Natural Resources at this meeting as well as a later meeting 
in Pittsfield on 17 January, 1973. The new law has given conservation commissions 

direct responsibility for the protection of wetlands; your conservation commission 

1s now a regulatory ageney (as is planning and health) and will be required to 
issue permits for projects that affect the environment. In summary, the Conser 

vation Commission must receive a written request of intent to "remove, fill, 
dredge, or alter" 60 days prior to the action and after all other permits have been 
issued such as sub-division, building, and health. The Conservation Commission 
must hold a public hearing within 21 days of receipt of the notice of intent and, if 

deemed necessary, issue an Order of Concitions within 21 days of the publie 
hearing. (Redress is permitted within 28 days of the publie hearing.) 

The resignation of Kelton Burbank this year has left a gap that will be diíf- 
cult to replace; indirectly his legal service for the Berkshire County Land Trust 

may aid our Town through the continued success of the Stockbridge Mountain 

Preserve at the southeest corner of Richmond. Active members and associstes of 
the Conservation Commission will be all the more important with the potential 

burdens of the Wetlands Protection Act. 
Again we ask a $500 approp1iation for the Richmond Conservation Fund 

which began in 1966 as an effort to accumulate money for a future purchase or 
acquisition of land; the fund now is over $3,000. Also we request a separate appro- 

priation of $150 to cover expenses of participating in the Massachusetts Associa- 
tion of Conservation Commissions, and the Berkshire Natural Resources Couneil, 
as well as conducting hearings in connection with the Wetlands Protection Act. 

JOHN R. MANNERs,

Chairman


