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PATRONS OF HUUSBANDRY 

Richmond Grange No. 32 was organized in 1874 and became dormant in 

1891. It was reorganized October, 1900 by Deputy I. N. Day of Amherst. The late 

William H. Terrill was the first Master. At that time, Richmor.d was an agricul- 

tural town,. The Grange enabled the farmers to buy collectively, staples and fecd 

for the home and cattle, at reduced prices. Meetings are held in the town hall, 

the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month. 

During the years, the Grange has supplied light fixtures, window shades, 

stage drapery, pianos, and equipment for kitchen. The drop curtain was painted 

by Mr. Albert Sterner, world renowned portrait artist, who wrote and coached a 

number of three-act plays, staged by members of the Grange. The Grange con- 

tributed towards the purchase of the resuscitator presented to the Fire Depart- 

ment, and recently donated drapes for the windows at the Fire Station. 

This Grange has sponsored the local Boy Scouts for a number of years, and 

at one time sponsored Christmas parties for the children in the Town. The Grange 

also gave garden seeds and chicks to children interested in those projects. 

The Grange Fair was started in 1931 with the original committee of Walter 

Salmon, chairman; Mary Sherrill, Treasurer; Jesse Fairfield, and George Truran, 
Marjorie Barnes being the secretary. With the purpose of the Fair to be a servie 

to the community, the Grange, a background of responsibility, sponsoring the 

Fair. With this thought in mind, no entrance fee has ever been charged. 

In the beginning, monies to defray expenses and pay premiums were raised 

through Grange activities such as card parties and dances and suppers, with promi- 

nent townspeople aiding with pledged donations. Since the second year of the 

Fair, an allotment made available by application to the State Department of 

Agriculture in the amount of $15.00, now inereased to $200.00, is received in 

premium checks. The Grange supplements this allotment to defray expenses, and 

pay remaining premiums. Iu the past, there were mauy entries of live-stock, 

mostly by children. Horse-drawing was the main attraetion. Bicenteunial exhibits 
of antique furniture, dolls, tools, quilts, and silverware were featured in 1963. 

A "Days Gone By' display exhibiting paintings and pictures of yester-year was 

the highlight this past year. 



LIST OF JURORS FOR 1969 

Thomas A. Edwards

James Winter 

Charles Kusik 

Marguerite J. Rawson 

Joseph Sinico 

Einar Hanson 

Thomas Sherer 

Mildred Wheeler 

Donald Traver 

James M. Magner 

Murray Trilling 

Board of Appeals 
Chester Kellogg, 1969 
Leslie Clark, 1970 
Selwyn Atherton, 1971 

Associate Member 
Angelo Balestro, 1971 

Conservation Commission 
Dick Boyce, 1969 
Margaretta Keith, 1969 
Robert Kimball, 1970 

Chester Kellogg, 1970 
Wynn Sayman, 1970 
Frank Rawson, 1971 

Richard Rawson, 1971 

Road Advisory Committee 

Chairman, Planning Board 
Charles Kusik 

Chairman, Conservation Commission 
Robert Kimball 

Chairman, Finance Committee 
Darwin S. Morse 

Road Superintendent 
Frank Rawson 

Tree Warden 
John Foster 



REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COM MISSIOoN

1Riehmond's first major coininity Iard-holkdings were acquird i 196 
through the geierosity ol civic-minded resideits literested in the work of the 
Coaservation Commission. This fitth annul repor ol the (ommission gives for- 

mal tha:ks to these dot ors on behalf of the Town. 

The land gifts highlighted the Commission's 1968 activity, which also in- 

cluded the start of walking tours to canvass reereation a:d corservation poss.bi- 

litics, a modest tree-planting program ard participation with the School Buildig 

Committee in site-sclection in vestigatioLs. 
In gifts from Mrs. William S. Anin and Donald B. Miller the Town acquired 

an estimated 934 acres "dedicated to the ivhabitants of the Town of Richmor d'" 
and deeded in trust for natural-resources protection ar.d development under terms 

of State Conservation statutes. 

The Annin gift, as anticipated in the Commission's annual report for 1967, 
is mostly wet land along Cone Brook within the area south of Sleepy Hollow Road 
and north of Lenox Road. It is believed to cover about 364 acres. 

Two wooded parcels were given by Mr. Miller. Both are on the slopes of 

Perry's Peak. One is listed as 501% acres; the other, 6% acres. The smaller parcel 
turned out to be on the edge of the Tennessee Gas Pipeline Co. right of way. In 

August, the Selcctmen with the consent of the Corservation Commission sold to 
the compa y, for $200, an easement covering about a quarter-acre for the addi-

tional gas line laid in 1968. The $200 is reserved for the Town Conservation Fund. 

The donated land is off the tax rolls as of January 1, 1969, but the effect on 
town finances is minimal. The aggregate acreage at the 1968 tax rate would be 

yielding $111.80 to the Town. This is less than 10 cents for each Richmor d 
resident.

Commission members during the summer spent the better part of a day 

tramping arourd Perry's Peak, investigatirg the newly acquired lard and con- 
sidering the entire arca's pote.tial in the context of the 1967 Natr»l Resources

Iuvetory done for the Town by State and Federal tech1 iciar s, who consider 
Perry's Peak our No. I conscrvation and recreution resource. Ar other high-tated 
area, stretching along Coue B:ook from Lenox Road south, was toured later by 
Commision members. Further in vestigatioiu of these two arcas, alorg with othrs 
in the Iaventory, is planned for 1969. 

With the S100 appropriated by the 1968 Town Meeting, the Commission 
a cquired sixtrees, four Imperial loeusts and two Buismnan elms, which were plar:ted 

by a Town crew under Frark Rawson on private property along Town roads in 

complivice with Commission rules ard the General Laws. Several trees from an 

carlier pla ting have died, and will be replaced by the supplier free in 1969. Plars 

for a 19G9 planting program are in abeyan.ce until a settlement is concluded with 

Tennessce Gas for roadside trees cut in laying the 1ew line; the settlement is ex- 

pected to provide trec-acquisition fur.ds. 
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At the suggestion of Mr. and Mrs. Jobn Davis Hatch of Stockbridge, who 
own Lenox Mountain land along the Richmond-Lenox road, the Commission 
helped negotiate another project with Tennessee Gas. Where pipeline work was
done at the edge of the mountain road, the company has graded a spot that could 
provide a parking turnout for those who wish to view Stockbridge Bowl, as pro 
jected in our 1967 report. It is blocked off with rocks pending additional study of 

possible trafic hazards. 
The Commission urges continuation of tbe Town policy of annual appropri 

ations into the Conservation Fund with the purpose of accumulating money to 

help handle any land purchase in a way to minimize the effect on the tax rate. 
With two previous Town appropriations, bank interest and a donation from the 
recipient of a Town-planted tree, the fund totals $625.83. A 1969 sppropriation 
of $500 for the Fund is recommended. In 1968, the Town voted S400 for the Fund 

and $100 for trees. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROBERT KIMBALL, Chairman 
DICK L. BOYCE, Vice Chairman 
MARGARETTA A. KEITH, Secretary 
CHESTER W. KELLOGG 
FRANK RAWSON 
RICHARD RAWSON 
WYNN A. SAYMAN 


