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The pieture on the cover of the Town Report shows one of the six new road 

signs, decorated with the Bicentennial Emblem, which were designed, constructed 

and erected by the Bicentennial Committee along the main highways leading into 

the Town. 

This year's Town Report carries for the first time the imprint of the new Town 

Seal which was adopted by the vote of the townspeople a year ago. 
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REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

Study and diseussion, intended as groundwork for future »ction, oceupied 

1he Conservation Commission througth 1965 and are expected to continue for 

nany months, Self-education of Commission members and defining sperifie oh- 

jeetives remain the chief initial tasks. 
The Commission began its second year with only two members: Robert 

himball and Frank Rawson. The Selectmen appointed three additional ones: 
Mrs. Margarette A. Keith, Dick L. Boyce and Chester W. Kellogg. Expansiou to 

the legal maximum of seven members may be considered during 1966. 

A start has been made with the Berkshire Conservation District in exploring 

ways to develop a broad atural-resource plan for Richmond. The plan could

help show areus where preservation of woodlands, wetlands, watersheds or 

meadowlands would benefit wildlife and conserve water; the location of land 
sutable for parks, playgrounds, beaches or other outdoor recreation uses; whether 
there are tracts on which town-forest programs could produce both resource im- 

provement and reveuue; whether there are sites needing protection as valued 

natural amenities for the eommunity's future. Basic data for such planning could 
be compiled with the belp of state and federal personnel. This help is offered here 
by a technical team sperially assigned to work through the Berkshire Conserva- 

tion District. So far, two meetings have been held in Richmond with team leaders 

and their technicians-one being a publie session and the other a joint meeting 
with the Richmond Planning Board. More sessions will be held as the Conserva- 

tion Commission reaches decisions on goals to recommend to the community.
Other meetings which Commission members attended to learn more about 

conservation purposes and techniques included a September session in Stock- 
bridge with members of the commissions of neighboring towns, and the fall meet- 
ing of the state Association of Conservation Commissions, in Lenox. 

This spring the Commission expects to conclude a negotiation with the 
American Telephone & T'elegraph Co. over shade trees cut along town roads in 

clearing away for the company's cross-country cable. Compensation on a tree for-tree basis is sought. As was done in 1964 when Western MaSS. Electrice cut 

trees in the path of its high-voltage line, the new trees would be planted for prop- erty owners requesting them. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROBERT KIMBALL, Chairnan 
DICK L. BOYCE 

MARGARETTA A. KEITH 
CHESTER W. KELLOGG 
FRANK RAWSON 


