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The picture on the Town Report shows the recently completed Town Garage. 

The building contains six bays, two of which are heated and have concrete floors. 

In the heated bays it is planned to establish a workshop where the Town will be 

able to do a major part of the maintenance of Town Equipment. 

The llighway Department and the Board of Selectmen would welcome a 

visit by the Townspeople at their convenience. 



REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

The 1964 Town Meeting by unanimous vote nder Artiele 2) suthorized 

establishment of the Richmond Conservation Commission as provided in Section 

SC of Chapter 40 of the State's Cieneral laws. Such commissions rnay consist, of 

not less than three nor more than seven members. On February 19, the Selectnen 

appointed three members: Robert Kimball, for three years; Dann Colburn, two 

vears; Frank Rawson, one year. 
In several meetings during its first year, the commission by unanimous vote 

of its members endorsed in principle the objertives of the Selectmen and the long- 

term hopes of many conservation-minded and recreation-minded Richmornd resi-

dents as commission goals, particularly: 
Establishment of an orderly and deliberale procedure for acceptance by 

the Town of land that might be given for conservation and/or recreation piurposes. 

Eventual creation of a public park, including recreation facilities. 

Preservation of our Town's chief natural characteristics, especially its 

rral setting of woodlands, wetlands and meadowlands. 

Attempts to minimize the cutting of shade trees along state, county and

town roads; and, where cutting must be done, requesting the planting of appro 

priate trees as replacements. 
The Commission committed itself to cooperation with the Richmond Bicen- 

tennial Committee in town-beautification programs, and to working with the 

Planning Board and Selectmen in eventual establishment of a "tree line along 
Richmond's roads so that plantings of shade trees-whether done publicly or 

privately-will follow guidelines designed with consideration both for road-main- 

tenance problems and the maximum enhancement of roadsides. 

The first actions by the Conservation Commission grew out of an agreement 
with the Selecimen that the Commission should work out with the Western 
Massachusetts Electrie Co. a program of replacing trees cut in connection with 

the new WMEC high-voltage line. Of the several dozen trees cut down, the 
WMEC And Commission members determined that 24 were sufficiently valuable 

to justify replacement, and the WMEC's offer to replace them, one for one, with 
trees measuring two inches in diameter at a point four feet above the base was 
accepted. Written applications for trees, with priority going to abutters, where 

eutting was done, were sought and received by the Commission; they were filled 
in order of receipt so far as the 24 trees would stretch. 

Hard maples were selected as our first choice in new trees because of soil con- 
ditions and reasons of esthetics and durability. Two dozen trees were hand-picked 

from a commercial nursery in Plainfield, bought by WMEC and planted by the 

1ow's Tree Warden in the early spring. So far as posible, trees were planted in 
yurds and property owners sIgned permission forms drawn under Sections 5 

and 7 of Chapter 87 of the General Laws. The Commission's purpose in this was 

1o make sure that newly planted trees would be as far removed as practicable trom 
future road work or future utility-line changes. 
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Soon, under another understanding with the Selectmnen, the Commission will 

negotiate and oversce a similar planting program in cooperation with Anerican 

Telephone & Telegraph Co. along the line of its transcontinental cable, which 
crOsses every major road in Richmond. AT&T's offer of a new tree for every sizahle 

one renoved along the right of way of Richmond's roads has been accepted; 

these are to be shade trees three inches in diameter and of a type to be selected 

by the Commission. It is expected that, as in the WMEC project, the Twn 
Tree Warden will mark in advance every tree designated for cutting so that 

abutters will have ample notice and an opportunity to file planting requests with 
the Conmmission. Another interest of the Commission and a requirement of the 
Selectmen in negotiating with AT&Tis that ground on hillsides disturbed through 

excavation for the underground cable be left in a contour-terraced condition so 

that erosion may be controlled. 
The Commission, after its major 1964 work was completed, lost one of its 

members when Dann Colburn moved away in the fall; his services had been valu-
able because of his forestry career with the State Department of Natural Re- 

SOurces. The Selectmen are expected to appoint a successor for the remaining year 
of the Colburn term, as well as to make an appointment (for three years) to the 

third seat on the Commission, since the initial one-year term of Frank Rawson is 

expiring.
Considerable literature from State and Federal agencies and from the Massa- 

chusetts Audubon Society has been received by the Commission, along with an 

invitation to join the newly formed Massachusetts Association of Conservation 

Commissions. The conservation literature, with various related material, may be 

borrowed by interested residents. Afiliation with the State association is being 

deferred; dues amount to only $15 per year, but benefits from membership appear 
uncertain so far. We have, however, participated in State surveys and correspond-
ence dealing with various local, regional and State programs in our field. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROBERT KIMBALL, Chairman 
FRANK RAWSON 


