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FRONT COVER

The picture on our front cover this year 1s the architect's conception of hau 
the Richmond Consolidated School will appear when the new addition is Com- 

pleted. 

Although we talk of the new part being an addition to the present school

building actually the new part is twice the size of the old building. The floor plan 

of the addition includes an all purpose room, with a small stage at one end and a 

kitchen for the hot lunch program at the opp0Site end. The three new classrooms 

are approximately fifty per cent larger than the present classrooms.

The present school building was built in 1937 replacing six one-room schools

and cost approximately $36,000. The new addition is being built and equipped at 

acost of approximately $200,000 of which the State will pay about $80,000.
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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN 

Your Seleetmen respectfully submit their report for the year ending Decem-

ber 31, 1958. We have earricd out all articles as charged by the voters at last 

February's Annual Town Meeting, the Special Town Meeting on July 25, and the 

Special Town Meeting on November 24 except as noted below.
Article 12 in the last annual Town Warrant authorized the Selectmen to 

purehase land for the straightening of Swamp Road. All but one parcel of land 

was purehased but it was inot possible to complete all the necessary rcquirements 
to complete the purchase of this last parcel. We are asking the voters in this year's
warrant to carry over $100.00 of the amount appropriated until next year in order

that we nmay finish this transaction. 
The Chapter 90 construction for the year 1958 was the rebuilding and 

straightening of two sections of Swamp Road. The section of the Swamp Road 

where Mareh Hare joins the Swamp Road was completed. The old barn and curve 
in the front of the home of Mr. Lockwood was eliminated. Also the approach of 

JMarch Hare Road was modified to improve the safety of this interscetion. Com- 
ments from the townspeople indicate the road superintendent did an excellent 
job on the project. The second section of Swamp Road to be relocated was just 

south of the Pittsfield line. The work on this project was started and work done 

to the extent of funds available. Chapter 90 funds for the year 1959 will be used 
to continue work on this section. Due to the cutback in Chapter 90 allotment by 
the State the completion of this section of Swamp Road will not be finished in 
1959 as we had originally contemplated. 

The voters accepted the report and recommendations of the School Facility 
Committee and authorized the Selectmen to appoint a committee to hire an archi- 
tect, prepare plans and present those plans at a special town meeting. The com- 
mittee carried out this part of their assignment and on July 25 a special town 
meeting was held. The townspeople expressed their approval of the plans and 
voted the necessary funds to proceed with the building and equipping of the school 

addition. Although beset with the worst construction weather in a number of 
years the building is progressing and will be completed this spring. See the School 

Building Committee Report on Page 52 of this report. The financing of the school 
project has been accomplished with very favorable conditions. The cost of the 
project will be liquidated in 1959 and the debt service cost to the Town was less 
than we had originally hoped to attain.

The purchase of two additional acres of land, as authorized by the voters, 
adjoining the school property was acquired from Mr. Talbot whose land adjoins 
the school yard on the south. This fulfilled the basic requirements of the State 
School Building Commission that the school grounds have a minimum area of 
five acres of usable land. The additional arca also provided a spnce for use as a 
drain field for the school septic system. The early spring thaw and the wet weather this fall made it impossible to fill and level the lower area as anticipated but we 
expect to complete it during the winter months. 
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Article 24 in last year's warrant authorized the Selectmen to purchasa
acres along the west shore of Richmond Pond. This land was nurohae8.4 and is 

owned by the Town. Two other articles were included in last year's Wao 

to permit the townspeople to decide if they wished to keep or dispose of all 
Dortion of this property. These two articles were tabled and a motion passed.re-

questing the appointment of a committee to study the question as to whether

Town should retain or sell all or a part of the land. This committee was annoi 
and their report is printed on Page 53 of this report. The two articles that wo 
tabled are included in this year's warrant so that the voters can make a decision 

We are carrying out an established procedure of past years by includine a 

brief explanation of each article in the Annual Warrant so that you may have 

opportunity to consider the article prior to the Meeting.

or a 

an 

Article 1-Standard article to elect Town Officers for 1959. 

Article 2-This article is included to permit any citizen to ask for information 

or clarification of the reports of any Town officer or committee. 

Article 3-The money to be appropriated by this article is listed on Page 9. 

The total is $9,790.47 higher than last year. The amount of each item is the same 

as last vear except as follows:

Item 1-Raised S700.00. This increase is necessary because of additional 

recipients charged to this account.

Item 3-Reduced $1,175.00. The curtailment of the Chapter 90 Road Con- 

struction Fund by the State resulted in the State Highway Depart

ment reducing the allotment to the Town. This reduction will 

mean that the section of Swamp Road now under construction 

just south of the Pittsfield line cannot be completed during 1959. 

Item 7-Increased $200.00. This increase is necessary because of the added 

cOst of fire insurance to the Town. 
Itern 10-Reduced S3,000.00. The number of Old Age recipients in the 'Town 

18 less this year and we expect the cost to be lower by this amount.

Item 15-Raised $13, 100.00. This increase is chiefly due to increased tuition
cOsts from the City of Pittsfield. The charge is explained in detall 

in the school report on Page 59. 
Jtem 22-Reduced $99.97. This amount is established by law and 1s desig 

nated by the State Department of Conservation. 
Item 23--Raised $99.97. This amount is stablished by law and is des1g 

nated by the State Department of Conservation. 
Itn 24-Reduced 834.53. This item represents the assessed amount from 

Berkshire County on Richmond for the Pension Fund and Expens P'und of the Berkshire County Retirement System. This amouneis split as follows: $660.00 for the Pension Fund and $39.82 1Or 

the Expese Fund.
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REPORT ON WEST SHORES PROPERTY 

To the Board of Sclectmen: 

Gentlemen: 

This Committee unanimously rccommends that all of the land purchased 
at the Annual Town Meeting of February 17, 1958 by approval of Article 24 of 

the Town Report of December 31, 1957 be retained. 
Two Articles to sell portions of this land were tabled at the last Annual Town 

Weeting. These Articles will appear in this year's Warrant and we recommend

that they not be approved. 

We have thoroughly investigated all aspects of the property and it is advised
that it be developed for swimming and recreational purposes. A detailed estimate
of the cost of building a road, developing a parking and beach area for $2,950.00 
substantiates this proposal. 

It is our feeling that the value of this land will constantly increase and because
we have already made the initial investment, the cost of merely holding the land 

will be negigible. 

Respectfully submitted, 

L. HOWARD ANDREWS
ROBERT SKIFF 
FRANK A. STROM 
JAMES E. WINTER, JR. 
PAUL R. WHITE, Chairman

REPORT OF RICHMOND SHORE PROPERTY

OF MR. ALLEN TRURAN 

The Seleetmen met with Mr. Allen Truran and walked over the property
That he proposed as a substitute purchase for the West Shore property. 

This property is directly back of Mr. Truran's home. It is wedge-shaped, being 
pproximately 700 feet wide at the rear and approximately 150 feet wide at the 
ore ine, The plot contains around seven to eight acres of which about four acres 
s field gently sloping toward the Pond and the balance in wooded area between
the open field and the water. 

The shore is & gravelly, sandy beach, fairly level with a small stream entering

at ODe point. A small cottage located near the shore is included with the property. 

COttage is wired and power is available at the shore line. Drinking water is 

available. 
A rOad way from Swamp Road serves the meadow area and the shore area. It 

would have to be improved if heavy traffic was anticipated. 
Mr. Truran is asking $15,000 for the property. 

E. H. THOMAS 
D. W. COLTON 
T. A. EDWARDSS


