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The Colonial fireplace on the cover of this year's Town Report is symbolie nf 
country living. Its cheery fire ereated an atimosphere of warmth and good felow
ship for family and friendly gatherings. The early American room with its fira 
place and simple furnishings alwayS seemed homelike, endearing and charmine 
whether decorated in a formal or informal manner.

Many of the old homes in Richmond have one or more fireplaces similar to 
the one pictured on our cover. This picture was taken of one of the fireplaees in 
the Pierson Home, built in 1789. It is located in the southeast sitting room and is 
not the largest of the six fireplaces in this fine old home.

The living room fireplace was an ornament as well as a necessity and was 
framed in panelling and decorative woodwork, which demonstrates the craftsman- 
ship of the cabinetmaker at a time when individual skill made up for the lack of 
modern tools. It was not easy to obtain fire brick in those days, if you will examine 
the picture closely, you will find that the lintel and each side is one piece of marble: 
the back a piece of soapstone; and the hearth another piece of marble. This is one
of the formal fireplaces in the Pierson Home. It does not have cranes, stone oven 
(sometimes known as Dutch oven) or other cooking aids with which the larger

kitchen or cooking fireplaces were equipped. Cooking stoves did not appear in 

Colonial homes until about 1800.

The portrait hanging above the mantel is that of Catherine Pierson, daughter 
of Captain Pierson, the builder of the house. The wallpaper shown was imported 

from England and is the original wall covering. 

Photo by Clem Moore
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Article 16-To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to 

a school building committee. This committee will consider the recommon nt 

of the School Facility Committee, hire an architect, obtain approval lons 
School Building Assistance Commission and supervise the completion of chool

building and its equipment. 

Article 17-To see if the Town will vote to abandon roads discontinued. 

the result of the relocation of certain sections of Swamp, Summit and Co anaan
Roads and to authorize the Selectmen t0 give deeds to the landowners adjoinine 

ingthese sections conveying to them the abandoned portions of the road adioinin

their property. 

Article 18-To see if the Town will vote to accept the option to purchase the 

Volunteer Fire Department building for one dollar at such time as the Volunteer 

Fire Department may be dissolved. 

' 

Article 19-To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to hold
over the unexpended balance of $556.94 appropriated at the last annual Town

Meeting for the Fire Department Account. 

Article 20-To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 

$1,888.00 for the Fire Department Account.

Article 21-To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$100.00 for improvements and maintenance of the swimming area on Richmond 

Pond.

Article 22--To see if the Town will vote to modify the intent of Article 21 
of the Annual Warrant of 1954 to permit the Moderator to appoint three mem- 

bers to the Recreation Committee each year for a term of three years. The Com- 

mittee to consist of nine members.

Article 23-To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 

S100.00 to purchase a new lawn mower for cemetery work. One of the old mowers
will be traded in on the purchase of the new mower.

Article 24-To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
S5, 150.00 to purchase approximately 18.4 acres along the West Shore ot ic mond Pond. 

Article 25--To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to seu 

approximately 11.75 acres along the West Shore of Richmond Pond.
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Article 26-To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to sell
approximately 3.4 acres along the West Shore of Richmond Pond.

Article 27-To transact any other business that may legally come before 
said meeting.

And you will serve the Warrant by posting up true and attested copies 
hereof, one at the Richmond Town Hall, one at the Richmond Post Office, one at 
Balestro's Garage, seven days at least before the time of said meeting.

Given under our hands at Richmond this twentieth day of January, 1958.

ERNEST H. THOMAS
DEAN W. COLTONN
THOMAS A. EDWARDS

Selecimen of Richmond. 
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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN 

Your Selectmen respectfully submit their report for the year endima

ber 31, 1957. We have carried out all articles as charged by the 

February's Annual Town Meeting and the Special Town Meeting af 
Decem- 

er 

30 except as noted below. 
Article 20 in the last Annual Town Warrant passed by a majority of th 

those
present. The action approved could not be carried out as the General Iaw 

atwo thirds vote is necessary for the purchase of land to be used for recraa

Town purposes. When it was found that the land could not be purchased by the r 
the 

a committee was formed with the intent of buying and holding the land fa 
a 

benefit of the towinspcople but because ot legal diffieulties it was not possible to 

carr out this action. The Moderator, Mr. Morse, 1s still holding the property in 

his name subjeet to action at the annual meeting. We are including in this veas 

warrant three articles for further action on this property. 

The revised Town By-Laws accepted by the voters at the last annual Towun

Meeting were submitted to the State Attorney General and posted as required 

by the General Laws. A few minor changes were re iuested by the Attorney Gen- 

eral. These changes were incorporated and copies of the new Town By-Laws can 

be obtained from the Town Clerk. 

The Chapter 90 construction project of straightening Swamp Road was con- 

tinued this year. The section from Steven's Corner to the Richmond Shore Road 

was completed. We expect to start work this year on the section of the Swamp

Road where March Hare Road joins the Swamp Road. This project would

eliminate the blind curve in front of the home of Mr. Lockwood. Also during 1958, 

the State Highway Department is interested in improving another section of the

Swamp Road, namely the part of the road that runs from the top of Butler's Hill 

to the Pittsfield City Line. They have indicated that they will approve additional 

funds to start this work over and above the normal amount based on this year's

Town appropriation. 
The straightening of the curve on Summit Road was completed. When the 

grading for the elimination of this curve was started it was found that the original 

amount given us by the State to do this job was not sufficient. We were given an 

additional amount under Chapter 718 by the State in order that we could com- 

plete the job. The additional funds were received from the State and were trans 

ferred at the special Town Meeting on September 30 to the Summit Road Account.

The Town Hall repairs were completed. The lights were installed in the 

Eitchen, Selectmen's room and the basement area. The entrance hall floor, wals 

and ceiling were repaired and painted. The main wiring to the stage, plus the 
tribution switches and wiring to the stage lights were replaced. This wiring was 
very bad eondition and together with badly overloaded switching was a fre hai 
to the Hall. Through the generosity of the Town Players, who agreed to na 

half the cOst of the changes to the stage wiring, a much better job was aC 

plished. The cost to the Town Players was $148.40 and we wish to thank the Tow 

Players for cooperating with the Ton on this project.
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Funds were transferred at the Special Town Meeting to purchase a new 
town truck. A new 1958 truck was purchased together with the two new snow 
plows authorized by Article 24 at the last annual warrant. The Town truck pur- 
chased in 1953 was turned in on the purchase of this new truck.

We would like to eommend the Superintendent of Cemeteries on the job he 
is doing in repairing the monument foundations in the cemetery. A monument

erecting company estimated it would cost $2,000.00 to make these repairs, Mr. 
Truran estimated he could do it for much less. The program was voted on last 

ear and the first year's appropriation of $200.00 was approved. We have in-
cluded a like amount in this year's cemetery appropriation. 

The Recreation Committee at the 1956 Annual Meeting proposed an im- 

provrement program for the school grounds. Part of this program was approved
and half of the eost appropriated for expenditure in 1956. The second half was 

approved this year. We would like to compliment the Committee on carrying out 
their progrAam. The comments received from the townspeople indicate they are 
well pleased with the improvement in the sehool grounds. 

The William Annin Memorial Fund turned over to the Selectmen the amount

of $225.00 to be used for the benefit of the Town Library. We are holding this 
fund pending other changes which might affect the location of the Library so 
that an appropriate expenditure of the fund can be made. Billy Annin contributed 
in many ways to the progress of the Town of Richmond in his 34 years of residence. 
This fund will be used to provide a fitting tribute to preserve his interest in the 

literary field. 
On behalf of the Town we would like to expressour appreciation and thanks 

to the Committee on School Facilities. This committee has met practically every
week since their appointment, besides making many inspection trips and other 

trips to obtain the information necessary to arrive at their recommendations. 
We offer our recommendations on this committee's report at the end of our report 
where actions for the coming year are considered. 

We are carrying out our established procedure of past years by including a 
brief explanation of each article in the Annual Warrant so that you may have an 
opportunity to consider the article prior to the meeting. 

Item 1-Raised 81,500.00. This inorease is necessary because of additional 
recipients charged to this account.

Item 4-Raised $250.00. The County and State, have agreed to appropriate 

$1,250.00 each provided the Town appropriates $1,250.00. This 
inerease will cover the added cost of labor and materials. 

Item 5-Raised $250.00. We are including the cost of straightening and 
repair of the monuments as asked for in a separate article last year.

This program will continue for at least two mnore years. 
Item 11-Reduced 81,250.00. We expect the Welfare load to be less this year.
Item 14-Raised $500.00. The case load has been running at this level during

the last half of 1957. 
Item 15-Raised $5,500.00. This inereuse is explained in detail in the school 

report on Page 63.
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Article 18-The Volunteer Fire Department is asking for volunta.

#ho townspeople, to help them build a fire station. In order to protect

case the present department is dissolved the ofhicers of the Fire De 
m 

he Town in 

nent have n option giving the Town the right to purchase the fire stafio e 

when the Volunteer Fire Department becomes an inactive organization 1ave and 
read this option and recommend that it be accepted by the citizens 

Article 19-The Volunteer Fire Department because of time limitationg 
not able to allocate properly this part of their 1957 appropriation. See tho report ere 

by 
on Page 48. We recommend that it be held over for use in 1958. Recommended 

the Finance Committee. 

Article 20--This amount covers insurance, rent, repairs and miscellaneous 
new equipment for the Volunteer Fire Department. This amount is $9.00 les 
than last year's appropriation. Recommended by the Finance Committee. 

Article 21-This amount is the same as appropriated last year for this pur 

pose. The Recreation Committee recommends that this amount will be needed

for maintenance of equipment and area. Approved by the Finance Committee. 

Article 22-The Article in the 1954 annual warrant authorized that a perma-

nent committee be appointed but did not specify how replacements or the manner

in which new members could be added to the committee. The Recreation Com 
mittee would like to have the original article modified so that new members can

be appointed to a revolving committee consisting of nine members, three members 

to be appointed or reappointed each year. See their report on Page 46. 

Article 23-One of the lawn mowers now in use by the Superintendent of 

Cemeteries requires excessive maintenance and should be traded in on a new

mower for the best interest of the Town. Approved by the Finance Committe. 

Article 24-Article 20 in last year's annual warrant to purchase the 18.4 

acres along the West Shore of Richmond Pond passed by a majority of th0se

present. Information obtained after the meeting disclosed that a vote of two 

thirds majority was necessary to purchase land for recreational purposes. dne 

last year's annual meeting an offer has been received to purchase all or part of the 

land north of the Pittsfield line. One offer was for $5,000.00 for that portion of the 

land that lies north of the south end of the present dyke (see sketch Page 46, 13oo 

annual report). The second offer was for $10,000 and included the total area o 
11.75 acres in Pittsfield. To give the townspeople the opportunity to purenase

1and and to decide whether to sell all or part of this property we are putting tr 
articles in this year's warrant. Approved by the Finance Committee. 

Article 25-See explanation Article 24. Not approved by the Finance Con 

mittee. 


