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The cover of this year's Anmual Report illustrates some of the services nuo 

vided by the Community Health Association ot Richmond and West Stockbrido

Twenty-nine years ago, in 1928, a group of people in Richmond beean
the 

organization of this association for the purpose of providing health services
for 

the townspeople, Being some distanee from Pittsficld and its facilities, there
was 

a definite need for a program of this type. In 1933, the Town of West Stockhrido 

joined with Richmond and the present Community Health Association 
Was 

formed. 
As a beginming, Mrs. William J. Kirk, R.N., was engaged on a three months

trial basis. She has been with the Association ever since, and her helpfulness and 

faithfuness have proved invaluable. The nurse's program includes bedside nursing 

care; health supervision; infant, pre-school and school care; and communicable

disease supervisiom. In addition to these duties and in order to keep abreast of 

moderm trends in Public Health Nursing, she attends numerous In-Service classes.

health conferences and meetings.

With the exception of the professional stafi, i.e., the nurse, doctors, and den- 
tists, the work of the organization 1s carried on entirely by volunteer workers,

These people keep records, provide transportation, assist at dental, immunization

clinics and Well Child Conferences. Audio-visual testing in schools in both towns
is done by volunteers. They carry out the Diabetic Detection program in the fall 
and arrange for the membership drive each spring. In addition, this year T.B. 

X-ray clinics and Polio Vaecination Clinics were held in Richmond and West 

Stockbridge. 
Two series of Well Child Conferences are held. In the spring, all children, 

usually accompanied by a parent, are given physical and dental examinations.
At the fall Conference series, the children receive dental check-ups and pre-school 
children again have physical examinations. If assistance is needed in a case, the 
association is able to call on the services of the Crippled Children's, Heart and 
T.B. Clinics and many other organizations. Assistance with any problem is always 
available at the Massachusetts District Health Department.

Interest in our Well Child Conferences is widespread and visitors from many 
Similar organizations as far distant as Africa, Pakistan, and Indonesia have come 

to observe. Each year a group of student nurses from Bishop Memorial Traning
School attend the conferences as part of their education. 

The Association is supported by Town Appropriations, based on a per capita
rate, membership drives, dental and nursing fees and support from the school 

departnents for school examinations.
The continued sucess of this unique organization can be attributed to the 

outstanding cooperation of the townspeople, working together for a common cause. 

Photos by Clem Moore



6 

INVENTORY OF MAJOR ITEMS OWNED BV THE TOWN OF RICHMOND
All Items having an original value of $50.00 or more 

Cemetery Department 
Three Cemetery Plots 
Two power type lawnmowers 

Fire Department 

Completely cquipped 500 gallon pumper truck F-7 Ford 
Threc-quarter ton International utility truck
500-gallon trailer pumper
2-Seott Air Packs
1 Portable Generator 110 Volt A.C. 
1 Hale Portable 120 G.P.M. 

54-50 ft. lengths of D.J. 2% inch hose 
24-50 ft. lengths of D.J. 1% inch hose 
Larrabee Ladder Truck 

Highway Department 
1954 type F-7 Ford dump truck 
1953 type F-7 Ford dump truck
Model 212 Caterpillar Motor Grader 
Pull Grader
Ten ton Caterpillar snow plow 
2 Road sanders

One Vee plow 
Two blade plows 
One brush cutter 
One lot snow plow blades
Snow fence, approximately 16,000 ft. 

Municipal Department 
Town Hall and one-half acres land 
Town Garage and one-half acres land 
Two plots of land one of 10 acres and one of 6}4 acres
Two adding machines 
Six safes 
One set weights and measures equipment
205 seats for Town Hall 

Shelving equipment for Library 
One set Library books
Shelves for Town Vault
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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN 
Your Selectmen respectfully submit their report for the year ending December 

31, 1956. We have carried out all articles as charged by the voters at last Febru- 
ary's Annual Town Meeting except as noted below.

Article 15 in the last Annual Town Warrant appropriated $150.00 to clear
out vegetation and silt from the Perry water hole. There is a big demand for this 
type of equipment, namely a drag line shovel, necessary to do this work and 
although the contractor promised to complete the work this year, he was unable 
to do so. We are asking that this money be reappropriated in this year's Warrant. 

The Chapter 90 road project of straightening Swamp Road was continued this 
rear. In view of the greatly increased traffie load anticipated on Swamp Road 

with the opening of the State Thruway, this year's work was concentrated on 
eliminating the dangeious road hazard at Steven's Corners. 

The State and County felt that we should expedite this job and agreed that 
they would appropriate additional funds on the usual three dollars for each one 
dollar expended by the Town on Chapter 90 work. Article 14 in last year's War- 
rant authorized the Selectmen to expend $1,000.00 on critical sections of the 
Town's roads. This amount together with the State and County authorizations of 
S3,000.00 enabled us to complete this section and correct the dangerous curve at 
Steven's Corners. 

The 1957 Chapter 90 appropriation from the T'own, plus the County and 

State appropriations should enable us to complete the section of Swamp Road 
from the top of Butler's Hill through Steven's Corners. 

The School Facility Study Committee authorized at last year's Town Meet- 

ing to study the need for new school facilities spent a great deal of time and effort

in collecting data and analyzing it. We believe you should read their report on 

Page 67 with interest and be prepared to act on their recommendations. 

The Town's road grader was completely overhauled and is now in excellent 
condition. It was found, when the repairs were started, to be in much poorer con 
dition than was originally estimated. However, the total cost of repairs was sub-
stantially less than the amount it would have cost the Town if the old grader had 
been turned in on the purchase of a new grader.

During March of this year, Mr. Arthur Howard of Pittsfield, a summer resi-
dent of Richmond Pond came to us with the information that the B &A Railroad 
was thinking of selling a piece of property along the western shore of Richmond

Pond. Other prospective buyers were interested in the property and since any 
publicity would no doubt tend to increase the asking price, it was not deemed ad- 
visable to hold a public meeting for townspeople at that time. However, a repre-
sentative group of citizens of the Town were called together. The proposition was 
presented to them and they had an opportunity to inspect the property. It was 
agreed that we should pursue the matter further and the Town Moderator, Mr. 
Darwin Morse, was asked to act as spokesman for the Town. With the help of Mr.
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Howard, Mr. Morse submitted an optio to buy the traet of land. Mr. Mor 
also contacted the owner of the strip of land along the shore which it 

necessarv to purchase to provide access to the railroad property. Because of tho 
necessity of obtaining the approval of the B & A Railroad officials and also thot 
the parent company, the New York Central, final permission to buy the land. was 
not received until October. A loan was obtained from a Pittsfield bank and he 

railroad tract and the other narrow access strip were purchased and deeded to #he 

Town Moderator for a period of time until the facts could be presented to the 
Townspeople for their consideration. The combined tracts of land have ut 

2000 feet of good shore line and 1100 of comparatively poor shore line. We believe 

the Townspeople should consider the purehase of this land in terms of an invest- 
ment, since it represents the last piece of desirable property along the shore of 
Richmond Pond that could be developed into a swimming and recreational area 

at some future date. The demand for this land is such that it can easily be sold for 

the purchase price and the money paid into the Town's treasury, should this be 

found desirable. We are therefore placing an article in the annual Warrant to 
transfer sufficient funds from the Surplus Revenue account to be used for the pur- 
chase of this property. Please see Page 46 of this report for a map of the property. 

The Committee authorized by Article 19 in the Annual Town Warrant for 

1955 to study and revise the Town By-Laws completed their task and a copy of 

their recommendations was delivered to each household in Town on January 5. 

A hearing was held on January 14 and the proposed general By-Laws were thor-

oughly discussed and corrections made. The final form of the proposed general

Br-Laws is printed on Pages 14 to 21. We recommend the acceptance of these 

proposed By-Laws as the present By-Laws written and adopted by the Town in 

1915 are obsolete. The Planning Board has been studying the Town's Protective 

By-Laws and a general discussion was held on the proposed changes at the meet-

ing January 14. A final hearing was held on January 22 and the proposed Protec-

tive By-Laws for the Town are printed on Pages 22 to 24. 

be 

of 

he 

On behalf of the Town we would like to express our appreciation and thanks 

to the Committee on Town By-Laws, the Committee on School Facilities and the 

Recreation Committee for the many hours of work they have spent during the 

past year in collecting information, analyzing the data and compiling the reports

to the Townspeople. We would also like to thank the Town Officers, and all the 

others who have worked with us, for the excellent job they have done on the many 

issues that have arisen during the past year. 

We are carrying out our established procedure of past years by including a 

brief explanation of each article in the Annual Warrant so that you may have an 

opportunity to consider the article prior to the Meeting.

Article 1-Standard article to elect the 'Town Officers for the year 1957. 

Article 2-This permits the voters to question any reports published in tne 

Annual Report and offer suggested changes.
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Article 18-Although the Protective By-Laws are a part of the General By-
Laws of the Town they are authorized by a separate section of the General Laws 
and are under the jurisdiction of the Planning Board. To permit all legal steps to 
be taken as stated under the General Laws of the State we have included a sepa-rate article for their acceptance. We recommend that these proposed Protective 
By-Laws be accepted. 

Article 19-This amount is $100.00 less than appropriated last year for this 
purpose. The Recreation Committee recommends that this amount will be needed
for maintenanee of cquipment and area. Approved by the Finance Committe. 

Article 20-We have inspected the land area referred to in this article and 
believe that it is suitable for development as a recreational and swimming area for 
the Town. It will require additional appropriations in the future depending on the 
extent of the development planned. This is the last piece of property available to 
the Town, at this cost, suitable for development as a swimming area. It should be 
acquired and held until the Townspeople have had an opportunity to investigate 
and appraise its value to the Town's future. See map on Page 46 of this report for 
loeation and shape of this property. We believe the land is well worth the purchase
price and if it is decided not to develop the area the Towa ean easily recover its 
money. Approved by the Finance Committee. 

Article 21-This year's projects in the reconditioning program for the Town 
FHall are the completion of the painting of the interior of the main foor and the
replacement of obsolete wiring. Approved by the Finance Committee. 

Article 22-This account covers insurance, rent, repairs and miscellaneous 
new equipment for the Volunteer Fire Department. This amount is down S530.00
from last year. Approved by the Finance Committee. 

Article 23-Last year a program was initiated to cover the straightening and 
repair of the foundations supporting the monuments in the cemetery. We have 
inspected the job that the Cemetery Superintendent is doing and in our opinion 
it is excellent. Two Hundred dollars was appropriated last year and we are asking 
that a like amount be approved this year to continue the program. Approved by 

the Finance Committee. 

Article 24At the present time the Town owns two large heavy snow plows.
These plows are expensive to maintain and also cut up the roads during light 
SOWs, especially when the ground is not frozen. We are proposing buying two 
snall snow plows which are adequate for light snows. This should save on plow, 
plow support, and truck maintenance. This transfer requested does not represent 
an appropriation to be raised by taxes. 

Article 25-The Reereation Committee is proposing that they continue the 
program approved at last year's Town Meeting. This is the same amount as appro- 
priated last year and should complete the first phase of their proposed program.
Approved by the Finance Committee. 
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